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The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the
following verses:.The Fourth Night of the Month..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of
yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress
and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as
saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and
bright..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Officer's Story, The
Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should
return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his
release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By
this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come
and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of
thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My
expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high
place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial,
decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled,
and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them
his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and
wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private
with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death,
in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him
in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a
happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and
was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the
gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and
bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him
the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it
with apparel and ornaments..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress
returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the
cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings
saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world
on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she
whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i.
210..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is
reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it
was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who,
when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee,
demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me,
for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen
us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O
Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said
to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching
that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..When the night was half
spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and
followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The
woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and
coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was
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halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..Presently a villager passed
by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw
her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite
prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's
house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been
stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old
man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him
to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old
man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that
which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As
for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he
erred;' and he released him..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying
out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother
heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn!
Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy
mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him,
"God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any
hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore
duresse..When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black
slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman
[yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans,
(96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's
presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by
his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed
the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord
with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise,
adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof
was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the
presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this
and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the
Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the
Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Therewithal Aboulhusn
cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a
street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four
sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the
city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the
reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received
the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did
that whereunto he had bidden him..Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might
see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire.
Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I,
"O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse
and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to
me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..34. The
City of Irem dxxxviii.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not
his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded
and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more
return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people,
rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more
extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".Woman (The Old) and the
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Draper's Wife, ii. 55..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming
o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath
he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie
against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the
holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she
had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So
they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her
city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of
loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son
King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away
must hie,.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion."
And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to
him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).The Ninth Day.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..166. Aboulhusn
of Khorassan dcccclix.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his
tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is
this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan
depart to his own house..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their
number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse,
the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his
highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou
dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a
part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and
he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is
the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".Noureddin
Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent
to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my
son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my
father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear
for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him
to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his
realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter.
Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Accordingly the nurse
returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her
face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee
without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he
took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright
man should with his speech agree..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..70. Khusrau and Shirin and
the Fisherman dclvi.Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he
sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they
came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also
present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166)
when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and
of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of
the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a
slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee
to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:
else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii.
105..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after
this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is
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endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he
with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy
memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with
me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God
the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon
himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Then said Queen Es
Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented
flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers,
that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon
the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in
many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill
chances lies in wait!.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of
surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so
that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to
visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her
endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case,
saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.Police,
El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a
strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and
there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix."He
shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who
saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid
ccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? Is there
a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.Then the king sent for the captain
of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon
him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him
with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet
these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal
counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and
plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do
with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and
soiled my honour among the kings.".Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she
sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many]
days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to
yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last,
and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so
the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of
them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance
concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ?
"How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him
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and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad
said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an
admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my
rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not
be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them
with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like
unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it;
wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake
and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house.
When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the
Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went
into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black
and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will
discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and
behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with
elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou
that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses
and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and
displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved
them and were vouchsafed children by them..Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings
with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman
before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do
so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the
tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree
to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,'
answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and
Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a
thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the
Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my
affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the
Commander of the Faithful.".152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful
said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for
whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my
blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for
that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou
in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".With this the king's wrath subsided and
he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they
had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own
places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his
beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before
them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and
amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar
ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..Endowed
with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.Now he had no treasure; but the thief
believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of
divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure
buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the
treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him
that the treasure was and that he should take it up..? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the
morning glitters bright.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.King's Son
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of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear
inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a
merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was
[apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another
city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his
foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and
delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he
respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances
of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So
he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..Awhile after this, two merchants
presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.'
Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when
he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the
lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer
of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this
other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into
the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight
from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three
hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the
money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the
good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables
were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with
the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant
transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day,
so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me
aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship
between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them.
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