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Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man."

So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and

looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek

refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile

afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part

in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his

wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves

to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great

army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own

dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down

on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain

aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..On this wise they abode months and years and

the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and

showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and

was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him

all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and

whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of

him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted

were we since ye bade us adieu..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his

heart's content..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a

wedding..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes,

assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their

eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and

let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed

the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured

them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady

Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her,

whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his

mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had

pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and

upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the

king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..When the king heard

this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my

vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on

me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very

planets wane..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought

her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women

being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted

portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to

marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment

'twere for lovers true and leal..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the

wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by

way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair

was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to

Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the

bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor

drink..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water

and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a
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long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So

they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the

rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent

them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father,

who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ?

? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the

glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI

AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk

and the Princess Dunya cvii.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past."

And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to

looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he

spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the

more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What

prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from

viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?"

Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173)

lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ?

? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend

its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.When the

king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his

couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the

day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I

have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for

women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and

women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast

women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and

charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their

privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a

mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..91.

The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So

take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following

verses:.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his

dwelling..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth

before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all

creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise

thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing;

whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were

confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ?

My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he

climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest

thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!'

Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night

[there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235)

Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".So they all arose and repaired to El

Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved

of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet

and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then

she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El

Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister,
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each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the

morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..? ?

? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..? ? ? ? ? How long, O

Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? My

favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself

with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong

might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away!

Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his

intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore,

Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the

brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and

ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the

bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress

charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of

price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was

bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in

torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids

ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to

meet them with instruments of music..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God

the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me;

wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile,

till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the

gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his

own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a

stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth

Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his

heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi

dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and

peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah,

thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced.

Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and

which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233)

the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the

Faithful.'.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage

contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the

[forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and

professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which

befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and

kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered

the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his

contrivance." (121).109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she

said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the

Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and

take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the

son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was

alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the

street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead

by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in

wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me

and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night
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and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every

month..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the

world should I forget the love of thee?.Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness, and

he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up,"

[returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid,

who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him..The Merciful dyed

me with that which I wear, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away

from thine..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that,

in very deed,.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen

upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on

whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid

themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of

Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.'

(245).? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el

Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot

xiv.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from

Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery

and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.115. The

Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.When the king heard this, he

bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Death, The

Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam

cxlvi.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night,

and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of

whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he

savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to

be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then

deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the

slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.Then the Khalif took him

into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his

boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to

wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac

en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in

honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress,

whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was

like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the

latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle

with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the

virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for

questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not

thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went

down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.Then he gave me the present

and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many

other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We

landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings

on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on

which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me

with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand

and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the

present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..The Eight Night of the

Month.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon
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she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..So each of them fared on with that which was with

him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest

of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou

sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and

each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As

soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's

dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and

laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in

common between them, share and share alike..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence.

Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's

mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be

visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by,

[without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise

they abode days and months..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light

and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment,

The ii. 21..?OF CLEMENCY..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..The company

marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came

forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it

is rarer than this and stranger..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil

dclxxxvii.?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.? ? ?

? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou

hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and

when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to

stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy

with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried

him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that

we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He

said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on

this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the

fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I

may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The

state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its

production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially

is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single

instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered

into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in

those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in

the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once

more to tender my warmest thanks..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in

love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for

rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels

of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of

him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with

the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord."
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