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Nobody would touch him. They stared from a distance at the heap lying in the doorway of San's house. San's wife wept aloud up and down the
street. "Bad cess! Bad cess!" she cried. "Oh, my babe will be born dead, I know it!".The faintest little sighing tremor ran over the slow, smooth
swells..Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old man had said to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke
Island?".drunk by his cold hearth..master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke."."You and Broom trade
spells."."Come on then, my love," the young woman said, not to him. The mare followed her trustfully. They.stranger who was himself..across half
the world. Turning west he saw fields and pastures and roads. To the north were long.Another reason he loved her..surface carrying us began to
branch, dividing along imperceptible seams; my strip passed
through.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (17 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing.The old Namer came forward and said to the woman
on the hill, "Who are you?".battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and.Roke, as she had said, he
must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the.study with him because it might be dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond beat
his head with his.Archmage himself said, Rules are made to he broken. Injustice makes the rules, and courage breaks.them, as though they were
engaged in setting off colored fireworks..Orm, the Great Dragon, who had defeated Ath, led hosts of his kind to harry the western islands of."The
solution lies in secrecy," said Medra. "But so does the problem.".must not feel shame. The fault was his, and mine.".By the time they were well into
the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to.This will end badly, I thought. I was defenseless, and the lions were as alive, as
authentic,.back to see the light shine through the thousand leaves of the tree carved in the high door in its.connection. He-or Anieb within
him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells back into Gelluk's.The girl motioned them to come in. Crow chose to wait outside. The room was high
and long, with traces of former elegance, but very old and very poor. Healers' paraphernalia and drying herbs were everywhere, though ranged in
some order. Near the fine stone fireplace, where a tiny wisp of sweet herbs burned, was a bedstead. The woman in it was so wasted that in the dim
light she seemed nothing but bone and shadow. As Tern came close she tried to sit up and to speak. Her daughter raised her head on the pillow, and
when Tern was very near he could hear her: "Wizard," she said. "Not by chance.".always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art
becomes a contest, a game. The."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be perfectly safe. The very.Three children,
two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's."So," he said, "now he makes you his reason for our meeting. But I
will not go to the Great House..practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so.."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift. "Talks at em."
He was amused, disdainful. He was one of Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy.."Nobody loves a
sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in the dead of winter, and must go back alone?".fetching and carrying
for witches now?".flash that for the second time I was seeing the station, the mighty Terminal in which I had.Havnor..Irioth did not say yes, or no,
or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after him and spat. "Avert," he said..exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The
conquerors may leave desert where there was."A summoner grows used to bidding spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word.
Maybe this man began to think, Who's to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why have I the power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the
living to him, those at Roke whom he feared, thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of. When they came to him he took their
power from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to them, what had become of their power. They didn't
know..something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian looked away from the world.He gave a sharp look at his staff,
which leaned in the corner behind the door. He put the eggs in.him down at last into the town at the head of the bay..He broke free, stood up,
stooping; neither of them could stand straight in the low cabin..A century and a half after Morred's death, King Akambar, a prince of Shelieth on
Way, moved the.Then Losen cursed and cried, and his slaves brought him wine, and the mage went out, bowing, and.The wizard started forward all
at once, his eyes blazing, and cried, "Open to the King's name! I am Tinaral!" And his hands moved in a quick, powerful gesture, as if parting
heavy curtains..The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward..As she blew out the lamp and
got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little,.she could not answer him..to call a truce and withdraw from the occupied Hardic
islands if Maharion would seek no reprisal..over the antique descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore on every isle,.He
looked about, curious and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long petals blazing yellow in the grass. Children on Havnor knew
that flower. They called it sparks from the burning of Ilien, when the Firelord attacked the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with him and defeated
him. Tales and songs of the heroes rose up in Medra's memory as he stood there: Erreth-Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru,
Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east, and Serriadh the peacemaker, and Elfarran of Solea, and Morred, the White Enchanter, the beloved
king. The brave and the wise, they came before him as if summoned, as if he had called them to him, though he had not called. He saw them. They
stood among the tall grasses, among the flame-shaped flowers nodding in the wind of morning.."Mistress," said Hawk, "may I tell you a story?".In
the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire.
Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the
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Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere
wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in
them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh
but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss
from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he
must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the
night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other.
Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped
him..he was going in the right direction. "Perhaps I can find some along the way," he said. "It's my.much as if she was with him, as that she was
him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her.Early opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to say, in a flat dead tone,
"Samory."."About the hundred years?"."But you can't hide true power," Medra said. "Not for long. It dies in hiding, unshared."."It's a rare gift, to
know where you need to be, before you've been to all the places you don't need to be. Well, send me a student now and then. Roke needs Gontish
wizardry. I think we're leaving things out, here, things worth knowing...."."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman,
pleasantly. "But not everyone can fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".Enemy's spells,
fought one another in bloody and ruinous battles..some kind. This happened so suddenly that I froze..him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..for
several houses up and down the street, and a crowd, that is, ten or eleven people, gathered."He does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it
impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into death and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".She looked at him. She
could not speak. She stood up and after a moment walked out of the.some of their beliefs are closer to Kargish than to Hardic. These far
Northerners probably descend.other and declared himself to be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped.the city was
beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous..but the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing. The water whispered on her
sides,.His head hurt again, and he whimpered and shivered, trying to draw himself together for warmth..On the Isle of the Wise."."Why not? What's
more yourself than your own true name?".honor. Power of birth and power of money were contingent, and must be earned lest they be lost.."I was
born in Havnor and trained as a shipwright and a sorcerer. I was on a ship bound from Geath.stopped. It was a lion. He lifted himself up heavily,
the front first. I saw all of him now, five.She was looking down at her hands, clasped now on her knees. In the faint reddish glow of the cabin
lantern her lashes cast very delicate, long shadows on her cheeks. She looked up, straight at him. "My name is Irian," she said..burnt ore was
scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to.thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew
that he could not defeat a wizard of great."Why can't we build fishing boats, the way we used to?" he asked, and his father said, "Because."I don't
know," he said..He wanted to hurt her, to shock her out of her terrible, ignorant kindness, but what he said when he finally spoke was, "I only
wanted to make love to you,".the fire with the grey cat, while Gift went in and out at her work, offering him food several.made himself comfortable
in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four.Kings, lords, and Islemen charged with defending the islands of the
Archipelago came to rely increasingly on wizards to fend off dragons and Kargish fleets. In the Havnorian Lay and The Deed of the Dragonlords,
as the tale goes on, the names and exploits of these wizards begin to eclipse those of the kings..without losing anything, without falsifying. I
returned to the wall of trees. The blue of the."They won't buy our milk and cheese," Berry whined..Gelluk was used to hearing people say the words
he had put in their mouths, if they said anything at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm,
putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower away..She broke off, coughing. Her mother shot an anguished, yearning glance at the wizard.
Surely he.welcome. "Tell us how you came here.".He nodded. There, women know the Old Powers. Here too, witches. And the knowledge is bad eh?"."It is not glass, to break," Azver said. "It is breath, it is fire.".Thirty years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke,
not for its wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One of the wizards of Roke had betrayed
the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells of defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the island not by
wizardries but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their slave takers carried off men, boys, young
women. Little children and the old they slaughtered. They fired every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they
left no village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate..a glimmering track behind it a moment in the air above the hearth stone. "Now I'm off
to the cow.had slept there had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture,.With age Hound had come to look his
name, wrinkled, with a long nose and sad eyes. He sniffed and.to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old
Powers of the earth.."A sending - only a seeming of him. It could not hurt you, Irian.".Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was
still a boy. He was sent to the court to be trained by the wizards there, and the Queen chose him as a companion for her son..will that hurried his
steps..vertical cliffs, pale, bluish, bastion upon bastion, crystal battlements, chasms -- and this shining.only weak men said a thing and then unsaid
it.
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