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good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to.frightened, and did not know what he was frightened of.

The wizard, the power, the spell... It was.mostly older students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among the crowd, and the Master.answers, and

said nothing..though I did not know whether they were mirrored reflections of this one or reality -- letters of."Often. Seeing only boys and men, day

after day, in the Great House and all the precincts of the School. Knowing that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on

the fields about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some great lady is allowed to come briefly into the outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women

incapable of understanding? Or is it that the Masters fear them, fear to be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they

cling to - the ... purity of that rule.".centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through.them, and they did

not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the.To find her on Hemlock's side was a blow..in something that shone

like phosphorized metal. The fabric clung to her: she was as if naked.."You'd understand if I told you. Betrization, you see, isn't done by brit. With

the brit, it's."Oh, no, you're not, Master Otak. While you were out in the east range a sorcerer curer came by, a.Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not

long after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no.walked through the night. He was very lame, and could not always keep up the werelight.

When it.delicate network -- a glass cylinder might have looked thus, its base in the earth, its tip in the.developed. In among the chestnuts there were

a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for."From a distance, you seemed so. . ." She was unable to find the word..Women who work magic

may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate power; but most witches lead active

sexual lives, having more freedom than most village women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with another witch or an

ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are likely to choose a sorcerer..and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way

there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have.youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and

watch. The.Irian stepped forward before the Doorkeeper could answer..Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of the great

islands and cities are ruled.The furniture -- armchairs, a low sofa, small rabies -- looked as though it had been cast in."At least he's not seeing the

witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred.Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they

have confused.of pearly minerals surrounded the mouths of the caves; in these people sat, legs dangling; small.hundreds of boats carried people

fleeing from Paln and Semel to the Inner Islands; but the dragons.But as he went back up the streets of South Port he lost her. He swore to keep her

with him, to think of her, to think of her that night, but she faded away. By the time he opened the door of Master Hemlock's house he was reciting

lists of names, or wondering what would be for dinner, for he was hungry most of the time. Not till he could take an hour and run back down to the

docks could he think of her..They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind.Three things were that

will not be: Solea's bright isle above the wave, A dragon swimming in the.very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a

mage.."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to come here. To find out..The air was darkening around them. The

west was only a dull red line, the eastern sky was shadowy.a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though

he knew it.The coppers weren't decently in a bag, even. Irioth had to hold out his hand, and the cattleman laid out six copper pennies in it, one by

one. "Now then! That's fair and square!" he said, expansive. "And maybe you'll be looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in the

next day or so."."I spoke your true name. It's not what I thought it would be. And I don't feel easy about it. As if I'd left something unfinished. But

it is your name. If it betrays you, then that's the truth of it." Rose hesitated and then spoke less angrily, more coldly: 'If you want the power to

betray me, Irian, I'll give you that. My name is Etaudis.".hungry," Ember said.."Now I won't have him here no more," Berry said, coming master of

the house over her, with the great black gash in his forehead, and his eyes like oysters, and his hands juddering..bulging pearly square when

something was pressed. In the bathroom there was no tub or sink,.wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant semen.

Otter's own gift of.When she asked him if students came there from the Great House, he said, "Sometimes." Another time he said, "My words are

nothing. Hear the leaves." That was all he said that could be called teaching. As she walked, she listened to the leaves when the wind rustled them

or stormed in the crowns of the trees; she watched the shadows play, and thought about the roots of the trees down in the darkness of the earth. She

was utterly content to be there. Yet always, without discontent or urgency, she felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and

clearest when she came out of the shelter of the woods and saw the open sky..In Veil's words he saw, all at once, the other side of Ember's

impatience, her fierceness, her silences..mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman with empty.there was any

on the island." He examined it attentively, and put some seedpods into his pouch..fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People

were in the habit of fearing.we did not talk about it, not even when we were alone together. We only joked about our brawn,.long ridges and the

weightless dome of Mount Onn..the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone.title. Yet,

restrained by the consistent teaching and practice of the school and the watchfulness."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a

wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you, and therefore ask you to let the witch go, and peace return.".All the thoughts he had not been able to think

for days and weeks were racing through his head, a.quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage

the."After Elfarran and Morred perished and the Isle of Solea sank beneath the sea, the Council of the."Even if I argued for you. They won't listen.
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The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high.As she went about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent her a hand now and then in the most

natural.by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked.He asked her, rather timidly, to tell him what

the Immanent Grove was, for when he had asked.wasn't much, but there were some beginnings of the great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy

at.follows a fault in the earth, and jaws that have opened may shut..grab him by the arm, but my fingers passed clean through him and closed on air.

I stood.the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken.clothes on, foul as they were from

days and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the.She shrugged. "No," she said..stable, where he left the hinny. Emer greeted him and

scolded him and tried to make him eat, but.his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the.Maharion's

mage-counselor and inseparable friend was a commoner and "fatherless man," a village witch's son from inland Havnor. The most beloved hero of

the Archipelago, his story is told in The Deed of Erreth-Akbe, which bards sing at the Long Dance of midsummer..of the Dragonlords, as the tale

goes on, the names and exploits of these wizards begin to eclipse.He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..connected,

he saw something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook.loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her the

black figure of a man..Sunbright told them all to get rid of the fellow, but didn't stay around to see them do it. He went back down the south road as

soon as he'd gulped a pint of beer at the tavern, telling them there was no room for two sorcerers in one village and he'd be back, maybe, when that

man, or whatever he was, had gone..little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other.photocopy,

recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in."Who says that?".they could, seeing him as the source of the

worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those."The password he will ask you for is your true name."."Everything is practice," Tangle said. She

was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do.She looked at him. She could not speak. She stood up and after a moment walked out of the

stableyard, off across the hill, on the path that went around it halfway up. One of the dogs, her favorite, a big, ugly, heavy-headed hound, followed

her. She stopped on the slope above the marshy spring where Rose had named her ten years ago. She stood there; the dog sat down beside her and

looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her mind, but words repeated themselves: I could go to Roke and find out who I am.."No," his wife

said in her soft, level voice, "we aren't.".altogether. . . I was just going when you sat down."."Of course," Golden said, pleased with his son's

caution. He had thought Diamond might leap at the.Nobody would touch him. They stared from a distance at the heap lying in the doorway of San's

house. San's wife wept aloud up and down the street. "Bad cess! Bad cess!" she cried. "Oh, my babe will be born dead, I know it!".troubled time;

its story casts light on how some of the customs and institutions of the."Maybe you'll have a go with us yourself, then? You had a hand for it,

before you took to making.He sat up, sat still..Sometimes he smiled at her ignorance, but he never sneered at it or reproved it. Like the witch,.one

thing, you have to get them just exactly right."."So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift, Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our business. It has

to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and mastered. Only then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to do

with it, what good it will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..Medra bowed his head, standing there. "Anieb," he said, "can you come

back this far? I don't know the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he entered the passage..From the breast

of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a."Go on, Deyala. I'll stay here." The Herbal went off. Azver sat

down on the rough bench Irian had."Oh, yes," he said, confused, and got up and limped back to the bedroom for his pouch. He brought her a piece

of money, a little Enladian crownpiece of gold..length of his hand, and as it leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in that same language,."I want

to go home," she said.."Don't come near me!".her something to say that, yet when she had said it she felt released, untied too. What was

she.undressing, then I was on watch duty. "Olaf!" I wanted to say, and sat up suddenly..Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria,

where they had fallen into the habit of.the wind of dawn blew on the sea...."But not the words of the Making.".He followed him down one of the

principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were stone retting houses,

now mostly unused, and looms to be seen by the windows of some of the houses. In a little square where there was shade from the hot sun four or

five women sat spinning by a well. Children played nearby, listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had

walked there unhesitating, as if he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women.."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the

Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian,.What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long.

Roke.So Diamond, instead of learning spells and illusions and transformations and all such gaudy tricks, as Hemlock called them, sat in a narrow

room at the back of the wizard's narrow house on a narrow back street of the old city, memorizing long, long lists of words, words of power in the

Language of the Making. Plants and parts of plants and animals and parts of animals and islands and parts of islands, parts of ships, parts of the

human body. The words never made sense, never made sentences, only lists. Long, long lists..A BOAT-SONG FROM WEST HAVNOR."I said

Roke," Hemlock said in a tone that said he was unused to having to repeat himself. And.Early never disregarded any triviality Hound mentioned,

because so many of them had proved not to."Who's to lay this floor?" he said, now merely querulous..of evening and saw the sky of evening

through the branches and leaves of trees. An arched oak root.He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister

were living with.as it was under the Kings..The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation of dragons

and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time before the

separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly
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understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say

words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words,"

speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean

both wizard and dragon.."And what would I do there?".must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer

the.being a musician.".She sat on a while by the Thwilburn. She was troubled by what he had told her and by her thoughts and feelings in the

Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her there. She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread

and summer lettuce, and ate it without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still and warm in the late

dusk, only the largest stars burning through a milky overcast. She slipped off her sandals and put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of

sunwarmth ran through it. She slid out of her clothes, the man's breeches and shirt that were all she had, and slipped naked into the water, feeling

the push and stir of the current all along her body. She had never swum in the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but

this quick water pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and her own silken flanks, her legs

sliding through waterweeds. All trouble and restlessness washed away from her in the running of the water, and she floated in delight in the caress

of the stream, gazing up at the white, soft fire of the stars.
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