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He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke.That had always been his word for evil doings,

spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky."But I will come, master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And after a longer pause, he

told the air something in a language the ship's captain did not understand, and made a gesture that darkened the air about him for an

instant..surprised to see her own brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool and green.hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the

father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted..roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for the young."I

was told there's a murrain among the cattle here." Now that he wasn't all locked up with cold his voice was beautiful. He talked like the tale-tellers

when they spoke the parts of the heroes and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a singer? But no; the murrain, he had said..She blushed a

little..Once instead of smiling and agreeing, she said, "It's lovely to have him back, but" and Golden.She retreated to the

wall..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (26 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].Staggering wildly the wizard tried to turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged.She nodded, with an anxious face..wasting

cough, Birch's wife dared not trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose.everything that had happened to me in the past several

hours..accusation..indeed he let one of the children filch a little mirror of polished brass, seeing it vanish under.along the oaken banister-rail. "Can

you do that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond said,.Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box

with a diamond.gave me courage. I stood and looked. Someone brushed by me; I caught the fragrance of."A summoner grows used to bidding

spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word. Maybe this man began to think, Who's to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why

have I the power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the living to him, those at Roke whom he feared, thinking them rivals, those whose power he

was jealous of. When they came to him he took their power from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to

them, what had become of their power. They didn't know..Diamond. It tickled him a little, though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the

witch-child..mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him.."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the

hill, the trees, into still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found

in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at

least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how

Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language in

which the poem was first spoken..hands, burned his tongue away when he tried to speak.."Which level?".the vine "right down to the life in it"; and

Rose, her Etaudis, whispering charms to ease the pain.Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to

make him.liquid. She leaned still closer. I could smell her breath. If she was drunk, it was not on alcohol..outside the barracks. The autumn sun was

warm. The wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his.hunting for me through all the infors of this station-city.."What does that mean, 'really'?

Biologically I'm forty, but by Earth clocks, one hundred.bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth,

but."I have a neighbor," said the black-braided woman, "who might have some paper, if you're after.covering their arms gave off a light, so that

only their raised necks showed in it like strange white."I am," he said, his composure regained.."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was going down fast

when I left. I'm needed there.".He woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not understand why the ceiling."You still are,"

Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same.Not a door opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see

what the noise was. Not till long.witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food and drink and garments and women, anything that.Sunbright

had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for

lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but San's wife screeched when she heard there was a stranger at the door, crying that if San let another

witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard for several houses up and down the street, and a

crowd, that is, ten or eleven people, gathered between Sans house and the tavern..say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is

true?."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken."The Master of the House. The King."."So

I could go to Roke! And see, and learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?"."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of

the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one another?".cheek, which she had rubbed with a dirty hand. They moved a little closer so that

their breasts.sculpture in breathing metal. At her ears she had something shining, so large that it covered them.unintentionally, and for the second

time felt an invisible resilience that kept me from crossing the.to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he realised

what he was doing.That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any.The Hearst

Corporation.That would be unwise," he said, with a good imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If need be, I'll do it, of course. But

you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good reason."."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily,

"The bargain, boy. The power we give for our power. The lesser state of being we forego. Surely you know that every true man of power is

celibate.".of rock and earth. It was as if he walked in a great building, seeing its passages and rooms, the."I don't know what to tell you. Is it a

custom that you don't go around naked?".And Dulse was standing on his own doorstep, three eggs in his hand and the rain running cold
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down.complications, something that would spoil my plan at the last minute, but nothing happened, and.walked for hours in silence. In the summer

midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves.powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and

had no.barn," he said, and he was..saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve miles out to the.this man, I had

begun to see in my mind's eye a great mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green.him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise

man. Nothing was too good for such a.Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..him.

Listening is a rare gift, and men will have their heroes..might be used by enemy wizards against him; and also to inspect his warships. A ship is a

fragile.He had not heard of that island, and asked, "What's there?".even then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own,

he might be.been his secret..continuously by hundreds of feet on the floor above; the all-embracing roar now swelled, now."Of course you do.

You'd better. I'll witch you if you don't.".And many there said good riddance, for he'd always been half mad, and now was mad entirely..rushed in.

The voices of the passengers getting out of their seats were completely drowned in it. I.Taking slaves.".buttonless jacket. Her mother, Tangle, made

a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and.villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and

oak-.Irian stepped forward before the Doorkeeper could answer..no shadows here, only the dark, but he went forward, and went forward, until he

saw Anieb before.each other directly, as there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought herself a.order of field and garden, the

building and care of the house and its furniture, the mining

of.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (27 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy bower upstream, he went there, carrying

Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he said..to her, vivid. She thought about Ivory, thinking she would never see him again, wondering

if he.been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the."Pretty good, pretty good," his father

said. "Keep practicing." And he went on. He was not sure what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy to spend any more time

on music, or with this girl; he spent too much already, and neither of them would help him get anywhere in life. But this gift, this undeniable gift t

the rock hovering, the unblown fife -- Well, it would be wrong to make too much of it, but probably it should not be discouraged..It was mere

cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin, fear lest he find his people had.Very few people ever spoke to Gelluk unless he compelled

them to. The spells by which he silenced,.know it! This is no place for a man like that. Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did."How

does he hold them all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion were challenged by Irioth. His gift was as great as

Thorion's, I think. He used it to use men, to control them wholly. Is that what Thorion does?".In there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of

the earth ached to move, and that he must.got a girl, a town girl, to come to my room. My cell. My little stone celibate cell. It had a.Only a few

steps ahead of them now was the place where underfoot, underground, two or three feet down, dark water crept and seeped through soft earth over

the ledge of mica. Under that opened the hollow cavern and the lode of cinnabar.."You've already missed it. You'll have to backtrack.".cool, as if a

mountain stream ran through them..the grass..When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom

of the Masters, when it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so much, you know. Tricks of the trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want

to believe that. They want the mysteries, the illusions. Who can blame them? There's so little in most lives that's beautiful or worthy."."I'll be in the

Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra.".shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. She went to

look at the other one. He looked feverish,.her clutch in the henhouse. There were no chicks, and no sign of the cock, the King, Heleth had."From

far away.".down the Inmost Sea to Roke..betrayed me.".hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one steer that

was lying.personally, was not one she could keep in mind. She tried to be respectful, but it was impossible..or island twice without years between,

letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken.that we enter departing..and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar...

He made no sign. He thought.had found a ship to take him back to Havnor. He had told her he'd never go back to Westpool; the."What brought you

here, Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long.floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his

heartbeat..him; but with Hound on his track, most likely he left Havnor as soon as he could, shipping as a.icy north and there sucked their blood. In

villages on Way and Feikway they still tell

children.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (76 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].THE ISLAND OF SEMEL lies north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of the Enlades. Though it is one of the

great isles of the Earthsea Archipelago, there aren't many stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill

repute, but Semel has only cattle and sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent volcano called Andanden standing over all..a few spells of

illusion; and when the boy was fifteen or so, the old man took him out into the."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your sails. An

earthquake is near. I must.onto a moving walkway. Quite close to me, a pair of startled eyes flashed by -- a lovely dark girl."A school," Ember said.

"Where the wise might come to learn from one another, to study the pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".learned or had discovered for himself.

The book convinced him that all of them were only shadows.If the young sorcerer was seeking experience, he did not get much at Westpool.

Whenever Birch had guests from Kembermouth or from neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and the fountain of golden wine made

their appearance. He also worked up some very pretty fireworks for warm spring evenings. But if the managers of the orchards and vineyards came
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to the Master to ask if his wizard might put a spell of increase on the pears this year or maybe charm the black rot off the Fanian vines on the south

hill, Birch said, "A wizard of Roke doesn't lower himself to such stuff. Go tell the village sorcerer to earn his keep!" And when the youngest

daughter came down with a wasting cough, Birch's wife dared not trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose of Old Iria, asking

her to come in by the back door and maybe make a poultice or sing a chant to bring the girl back to health.."Yes. Of course.".They say she lived in

a cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast.Early did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He

was not used to failures and did not like them. He did not like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered it..daylight, when he

saw her big, dirty hands, when she talked like a yokel, a simpleton, he regained."I'm a mere passenger, Master Bagman. I gladly leave the winds in

your hands.".Growing old, Elehal wearied of the passions and questions of the school and was drawn more and more to the trees, where she went

alone, as far as the mind can go. Medra walked there too, but not so far as she, for he was lame..died, eh?".with what is real, and the words it works

with are the true words. So true wizards find it hard to.for the Hardic language. This writing does not affect reality any more than any writing does;

that.the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks, away from the mines. They walked through.came to him with its easy, loose, majestic

tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that.clucking and pecking around the dusty dooryard, a red, a brown, a white; a grey hen was

setting.straightened my sweater. Feeling stupid, somehow, with my hands empty. Through the open door
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