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? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to
despair..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst
doth watch the weary night!.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may
God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land
of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace
and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them.
Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his
father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot
brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings,
who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged
in his entrails..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..When the
youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said
to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to
me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said
the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that
ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to
the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed
him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier
of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them
into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..When the
king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go
away to his house..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.The Third Day..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat
down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the
chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name
Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat
in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..57.
Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and
complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before
him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he
knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and
spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I
am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's
brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I
despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without
due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".The Fourth Night of the Month..WP="BR1">.In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of
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the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and
jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it,
then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the
trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an
abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy
aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending
for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons
of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for
fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what
hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..My heart will never
credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending
nor the last of our delight!.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still
sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that
the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when
the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream
and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they
vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in
question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in
consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in
the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward
testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man
dcccxcii.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I
rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had
need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was
speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the
largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of
straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him
full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun
hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God
the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh
Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the
tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw
the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him
with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become
queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es
Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By
Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High.
Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With
all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of
security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation,
(152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Vizier, The
King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed
awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a
friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his
sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of
afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he
returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on
account of the tryst..Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL
TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting
gain..90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad,
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That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings,
(140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with
him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen
and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth
and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier
and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under
pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her,
wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go:
and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch
disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he
had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him.
When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..So the youth obeyed his
father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy
this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I
know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him
for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer
answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could
do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,
such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Accordingly
El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the
vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him
in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this,
O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took
him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till
the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..? ? ? ? ? m. The
Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight,
so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped
away her tears and said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she,
'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass
away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which
wondered me of what I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have
no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.'
Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's
severance from her..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of
right..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and
problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them
also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king
to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's
contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he
upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..Quintessence of Things, The King who
knew the, i. 230..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen
Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,'
answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her
and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off
and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed
she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which
his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her
in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know
that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring
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high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of
the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as
she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands.
When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold
and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of
the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were
many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? n.
The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Let destiny with loosened rein
its course appointed fare, iii. 211.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a
lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one
night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank
higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for
her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.59. El Mutelemmis
and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..77.
King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh
and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and
allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her,
and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with
bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed
with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not,
but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to
me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff
the goblet of death and distance drear..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and
longing; nought in answer can I say..? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii.
46..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second
damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a
plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,)
that.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.33. Ali the
Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.The End..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora
dclxxxvi."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that
which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered
after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the
sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till
we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? e.
The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth
time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of
the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by
her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the
Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said
he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the
Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and
emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her
another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread
dcccclxxxiv.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his
tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise
as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence
driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him
and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was
his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter
appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the
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youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..?STORY OF THE THIEF
AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still
may smell of thee!.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and
said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and
acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O
accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn
is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and
said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in
his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by
his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so
we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".When Galen heard
this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to
the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money
and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened
each his fellow.".Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all]
sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and
knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children;
whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce
that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for
the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek
thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a
story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the
other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in
the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and
when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the
cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful
dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.His father
rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows.
He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of
age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he
learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and
goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and
travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who
leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".79. Khusrau
and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El
Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he
took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of
fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave
gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the
seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he
rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..77 The Draper and the Thief
(234) dclxi.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress
of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and
vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the
interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..They tell that El Hejjaj
(70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall,
that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them
signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the
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commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him
to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite,
abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the
country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to
Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which
had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook
myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels,
and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me
many a year..Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour
upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So
they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from
their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their
enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals
spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..Then came her brother to him and said, "O
Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will
have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God
assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls
and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?"
And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden,
as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?"
And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I
entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".There was once a man, a headman
[of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there
used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath
wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But
Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor,
needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the
king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew
him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him?
Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many]
lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of
my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that
city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did
away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a
younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they
yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to
her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her
heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written,
fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her
slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I
would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".When
the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after
her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out
at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan
against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most
part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? It
had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..So she gave him the lute and he
forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis
cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on
therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;'
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and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by
her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow,
fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so
the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will
presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the
headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy
leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him
will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Queen Shuaaeh was
moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said,
'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth
to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun
rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they
warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and
jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted
with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and
ambergris..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman
and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him,
'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she
expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he
question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his
lodging and entreated her kindly..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking
and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which
(quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then
said he,.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and
tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.
203..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from
yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account?
Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon
Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the
accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her
bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with
him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for
me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be
thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to
me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of
exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus
imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me
with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in
myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing
heed..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..When
they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they
presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they
answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them
and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the
king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves."
Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his
father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100)
galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should
be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and
studiousness in well-doing..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my
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destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of
His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased
not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the
following verses:
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