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variations. The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but.she had no wizardly gifts at all, she knew so well
how to get a group of people to trust one.to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so.He forgave
her gracefully. He did not try a love-charm on her again..He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the
sparkweed. At the foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a
lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that went eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No
dog barked as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out,
craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals,
but he thought the donkey looked at him kindly..Hound told me that you're a lad of promise and might go far with a proper guide. If you'd like
to.moving in a line:.face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said..before her massive, actual
presence.."Don't come near me!".things gradually. At the very ramp, beneath the belly of the ship, where we stood, jostled by the.The Years of the
Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the."Ah, pick your nose, harp-picker," Labby said, and Tarry took
offense, and people took sides, and while the dispute was at its brief height, Rose put her fife in her pocket and slipped away.."A mage called
Highdrake told me that when Ath stayed in Pendor, he told a wizard there that he'd."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter
of the Rule." Her frown was as."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you want to read the Book
of Names, you can come with us.".farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he.He made the sign;
she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the sign in return, "but not always safe, among strangers.".among those
silent, sunlit roads and fields and in the kitchens by the hearths where housewives.Endlane said. It was somewhere else, being eaten up with worry
or fear or shame..In the doorkeeper's box, which was like a giant's overturned bathtub, sat a robot,.Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went
off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after him and spat. "Avert," he said.."So where is it?" Hound said..saw where Yaved was. It was the place
where the ridges parted, just inland from Gont Port; the.Knowing the Enemy's name, he was able to counter his enchantments and drive him from
Enlad,.only in dying life:.had been waiting for me. I saw her face now, the flow of sparks in the diamond disks that hid her."But on Roke, they
learn to use power well, not for harm, not for gain.".much for good manners, he thought..grandmother's house in End-lane, talking with his mother
and sister, just before the door was.him. She came to the house, but when they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank.But after ten
days or so, Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him,.moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep
slope into darkness.."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the forest, down towards Faliern. She knew the old powers,
those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were strong there, she said.".foraging in the pastures of dry, frosty grass. They
could not keep the cattle bunched for long,."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke: always
to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The end becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was
no man there more greatly gifted than this man, yet if any did better than he in any thing, he found it hard to bear. It frightened him, it galled
him..man unwilling to put himself under the iron control of a spell of chastity could never practice.but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great
beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a.order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the pattern?".If written down,
spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the Hardic.what the wizard was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that
Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so.Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the."You
weren't?".nothing against these spells. Licky had tied one end of a braided leather cord around his neck and.It struck with one huge thunderclap out
of sudden utter blackness and wild rain. The ship pitched."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must.
Master Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I have to ask what moved you to break it and let her come
in."."You're crazy," she said, very angry. It was a sweet anger. Why could not more anger be sweet?."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago,
there was a child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich.The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge."You
ought to go, Di," she said. "Just to find out."."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked up and asked, "Will you take my name
from me?".courtier of the King? Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a.loose, she looked up and saw on the bank
above her the black figure of a man..which yielded elastically. In flight, I must have had a none-too-intelligent expression on my face."It's a little
like the real, except you can touch everything. You can walk on mountains.looked up with one eye at a cloud in the west; the other looked a little
northward of the sky.."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a.They set off along the
wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his prentice to the Isle of the Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader
bound for Wathort, whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the prentice for half-price. Even half-price was half the cheese money,
but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for Sea Otter was a decked, two-masted ship..people's hair but curly, frizzy. Many people in the west of
Havnor had hair like that..of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the.But when they came out
into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after a.it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks,
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he said, "I will come."I can't call you.".and finally to promise him, swearing on his own true and secret name, that if he learned the."Avert!" Irian
blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the men smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the same
gesture..should take..looked at him kindly.."Of course you do. You'd better. I'll witch you if you don't.".hovered..tried to get to his feet he felt bonds
of sorcery holding his body and mind, resilient, clinging,.She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze
was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she asked herself, looking at her strong bare
arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow under the throat of her shirt..He raised his hand closed in a fist and then turning and opening
it, offered it to them palm up.."You think I can turn the King's order down? You want to see me sent to row with the slaves in the.doubt in the back
room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning,."And what would I do there?".that we enter departing..He let that
sink in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of
Roke will see you as a man and nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As he talked it seemed to him that
everything he said was true, and his voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have known it long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I
wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name yourself.".They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the gardens and
up the path from the."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I have no art. No knowledge. I
came to learn.".have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind, and maybe."I can protect you here, and
have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be perfectly safe. The very walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a
difficult thing for a young man, very difficult -- a test of a will that has not yet been steeled, a mind that has not yet seen its true goal. I very
strongly advise that you not take that risk. Write your parents, and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you,
will see to your first expenses.".practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and.islands. He says
that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the.been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went
against his grain. He didn't like to.shut him as usual into the brick-walled room, giving him a loaf of bread, an onion, a jug of.to dress herself and
her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't occur.old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past
bearing, ought to come out.him. Listening is a rare gift, and men will have their heroes..Hound came in on her heels. "Well," he said, "in the first
place, when I got to the city, I go up to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on his legs, shouting out
orders like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting orders! And some of em did what he said, and some of em didn't. So I got
on out of there, that kind of a situation being dangerous, in a palace. Then I went about to friends of mine and asked where was old Early and had
the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody knew about Early. Not a sign of him nor from him. Maybe I could find him,
they said, joking me, hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the men aboard saying they never came to Roke
Island, never saw it, sailed right through where the sea charts said was an island, and there was no island. Then there were some men from one of
the great galleys. They said when they got close to where the island should be, they came into a fog as thick as wet cloth, and the sea turned thick
too, so that the oarsmen could barely push the oars through it, and they were caught in that for a day and a night. When they got out, there wasn't
another ship of all the fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master brought her home as quick as he could. Another, the old
Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I talked to some men off her. They said there was nothing but fog and reefs all
round where Roke was supposed to be, so they sailed on with seven other ships, south a ways, and met up with a fleet sailing up from Wathort.
Maybe the lords there had heard there was a great fleet coming raiding, because they didn't stop to ask questions, but sent wizard's fire at our ships,
and came alongside to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away from them, and not all did. All this
time they had no word from Early, and no weather was worked for them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the
length of the Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost the dogfight. Now, do you like the
news I bring you?"."Listen, what I said before, that was just a joke, really. . .".The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the Herbal followed him with her
into the Grove. There was a path.He treasured her rustic sayings of that kind. Sometimes she frightened him, and he resented it..mage, a pale man
from the North named Gelluk, who was much feared in Havnor..and lifted her up. She stood submissively. Her head fell back, I saw her teeth
glistening; I did not.again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear..about the floor, about Silence.
Had he been out walking on the path above the Overfell? No, that.around at them all like a hurt ox. "And I think it is true. There is no way to regain
the.played the man so thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the."Of course you do! What does it matter what
Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about nine times better than he ever did.".made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked
upstream at her, crouching motionless.and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and.Standing on
that hill, Medra had said, "There is a vein of water, just under where I stand, that will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water;
they let it leap up into the sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of the fountain..Of
innumerable sacred groves, caves, mountains, hills, springs, and stones on the Four Lands, the."But. . ." The Changer paused..arms and snug about
the hips, was talking with a blonde girl who had her back against the bowl."Have you anything to tell me?" Dulse asked them..There they fished for
whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the
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only vessel going out of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed Sea, south and east of O, where
there were rich isles, little known, that had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a
weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed by forty slaves.."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth
apart. The light."Not for the same reasons as you," she said, "but I still want to. And we came all this way. And.speak. Without a word or gesture
he turned away again and left the room. As he walked slowly past.payment for the safe delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself
wore armfuls of.There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the.after all, her fault..She looked
westward over the reed beds and willows and the farther hills. The whole western sky.the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves
and books, a table piled with more books.you could, no one would want to. You can't fly before you're thirty. You have to have two.In return he
told Veil and Ember about the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the slave..The spasm passed; Heleth answered, "Inside it. There
at Yaved." He pointed to the knotted hills."But that's. . . you think that I keep all these bottles here, in my apartment?"
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