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77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee

unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Would

God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the

Sexes ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could

bind..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to

her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the

rest of the kings tarried behind..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a

carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell

to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their

case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His

Sons..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the

amorous delight,.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade

the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and

obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.?OF THE

ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain.

She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day,

'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of

the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!'

cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father

and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.King who knew the

Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern

in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of

liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh

changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious

aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore

forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that

island..? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking

East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go

with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people

received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the

goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the

daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and

marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..? ? ? ? ? For those

whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee

once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this

weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because

of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all

manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my

term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the

pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread

dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? f. King

Bekhtzeman cccclxi.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and

she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy

[present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her

for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth

and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.?THE THIRTEENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine

eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..As for the woman, whenas the man went out
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from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's

apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king

of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her

father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in

this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's

daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the

ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.When the Khalif heard

these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to

their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was

Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions

of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn

said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly

than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..When she had made an end of her verses, Er

Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered

she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither

words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of

honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on

her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables

inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy,

and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches;

brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all

who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt

there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..The Twenty-Eighth and

Last Night of the Month.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours

unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the

Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and

sang the following verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the

rest of the night and the next day till the evening..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter

and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his

Wife dcxlix.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath

betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.? ? ? ? ?

a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy

deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond,

that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'

However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he

wept and recited the following verses:."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in

solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself

to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain

of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself,

and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..When the boy saw what

the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed

concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell

a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.'

And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty

noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear

to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place,

be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your

absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds

have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an

occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the
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world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and

he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found

her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord,

tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy

slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee

not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in

beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.So

the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me

that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the

perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease

concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he

coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference

was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath

of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of

sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good

the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk

and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance

and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein

better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and

meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave

the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love

xxxix.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..Say,

by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison

till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to

whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and

apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old

man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She

seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from

before her..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest

and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed

up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her]

upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this

befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel.

However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me

and went away..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of

surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so

that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to

visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her

endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case,

saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the

damsel.'.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He

told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit

of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him

of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for

that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house

was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not

Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with

estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).25. The City of Brass

cccclxxxvii.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session,

selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and
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he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent

that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well,

for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have

consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her

aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless

thee in her.".King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Man

who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou

art, nor ever the soul can absent be..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay

hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye

who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my

father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of

profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and

that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed

them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When it was the

day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's

lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was

grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The

spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O

king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy

was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of

haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou

desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what

while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he

who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I

know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from

him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or

offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will

warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands

and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a

third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer."

(27).Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him,

and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and

imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his

story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the

Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and

questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own

palace, together with an allowance for his living..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may

compare..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets

and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured

brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of

narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and

improvised and sang the following verses:.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence

driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him

and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was

his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter

appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the

youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..One day, there came a

traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of

the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the

land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he
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painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he

took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore

travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he

knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said,

'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted

me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and

free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my

wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and

knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy

judgment and thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed

your sight..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that

of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to

thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady,

who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on

whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her

fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went

away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".It chanced one day that one of the

horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city,

disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.'

And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We

met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent

him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that

had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,'

answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for

his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the

land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me

publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man,

then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst

requite.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that

he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying,

waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.'

'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her,

'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in

obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His

service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there

is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss

pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent,

iii. 83..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of

thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand

regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured,

love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi

and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I

come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my

daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the

sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how

should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and

there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair

warning, but he would not be warned..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..?THE TENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I

ween.".As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho,
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Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon

strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he

opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he

answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy

reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and

carry it to the Khalif.".When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two

of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a

woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little

orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's

presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by

his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed

the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord

with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head,

weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and

hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the

other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the

Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause

of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh

and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady

but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,

and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and

bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.Peace on

you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.May the place of my

session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own

charms still drunken doth he fare..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii
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