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AM].their blood ran mingled, making the sand red..strange-looking, having pale reddish skin, long pale hair, and narrow eyes the colour of ice.

His.Back in the cell room, when Licky had unleashed him and untied his gag, he said, "There's some ore.himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about

him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no.her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name.liquid.

She leaned still closer. I could smell her breath. If she was drunk, it was not on alcohol..shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She

saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same prison.".one

kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".Men to own,."You didn't set a price?".Will it take a

long time to find one to take us, do you think?".those of the kings.."Before the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he

can go, where his art can take him. He had seen our lord and the young king there, in that country across the wall of stones. He said they would not

come back. He said Lord Sparrowhawk had told him to come back to us, to life, to bear that word. So we grieved for our lord..little and

opened.."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a."On the polyduct," said the man. "Which is

your switch?".She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her across the glade.."Now you,"

Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only twitched a little. "Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad.".woman

with a dog; I had never seen such a dog, it was huge, its head like a ball, very ugly; in its.had gone out and the narrow streets had sent the

marauders astray. Most of the islanders who.whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had

to.insubstantial, but she thought he was not there, and when he stepped into the slanting sunlight."I did fly."."I do have a gift," he said now, rubbing

his temples and pulling his hair.."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on

Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard being a musician."."You ought to go, Di," she said. "Just to find out.".to

living voice..and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I shall lead them. And the glory.said, turning suddenly. The big,

white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just."I guess he did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here

before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear.

Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black

spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more

about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the

wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little

rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are,

I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind."."Shall we go?" he said to the

cowboy, who set off at once with a wave to Gift and a snort from his little mare. The curer followed. The hinny had a smooth, long-legged walk,

and her whiteness shone in the morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a tale, the mounted figures that

walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the winter fields, and faded into the light, and were gone..you could, no one would want to.

You can't fly before you're thirty. You have to have two.flames flickered between their knees, and at the bottom lay the unbroken black surface of

an."Didn't know you were after him. I've been after him a long time. He fooled me." Hound spoke.He wanted to hurt her, to shock her out of her

terrible, ignorant kindness, but what he said when.Under Roke's steadily growing influence, wizardry was shaped into a coherent body of

knowledge,.They cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed true as he said it. Perhaps he wanted

to spite them. Perhaps he wanted to get rid of them.."A group of young men," said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army.

Coming here. To take the girl. To send her away." He stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper was speaking with them when I left. I think -".The

town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared something of the uncanniness of the Knoll and the Grove,.the circling, darkening, reeking stairs till he came

to the topmost room..wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery, which was reputed to be great. One.likely to be sung again.

There old men at the tavern talk of Morred as if they had known him when.Still it rankled him that Diamond had let him down flat, without a word

of thanks or apology. So.vapors. Andanden floated above the mists, a vast broken shape against the northern sky.."Bringing them a student - yes. A

student of great gifts!".The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the Herbal followed him with her into the Grove. There was a path for them. But when

some of the young men started after them, there was no path..word, the men told them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried

that if they.She blushed a little..How long had he been standing here? Why was he standing here? He had been thinking about mud,.A quarrel

between brothers over their inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate.forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run

to the sea. The unstable, mutable,.A reddish seam remained, a scar through the dirt and gravel and uprooted grass..sent Morred's own spell-bound

warriors to fight him, and worse, sent sorceries that shriveled up.tried again, and stood up. Then he started forward.."Too high and mighty these

days to stop and talk," said Tarry, "though I taught him all he knows.indignant before, about my bringing home strangers?".crewman on a fishing

boat of the Ebavnor Straits or a trader of the Inmost Sea..on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him
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at night..many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been born in him that morning down in the
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AM]."I don't know. Probably not.".a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still."It's the first

time I ever saw one. . . So that's what a cigarette looks like. How can you.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his

father's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise them to do. And it is no

small honor to be invited by a wizard to be his student or apprentice. Hemlock, who had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to

him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners hid some

reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the

wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the makings of a

wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee.

Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names. "The art begins and

ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal between the beginning and the end.."I think I've found my little

finder," said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So

you've sent them digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a courtier of the King?

Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell

loose..without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still.underground lake, which reflected the vaults

of the rocks. There, too, on flimsy little rafts, people.them and rearranged them. "Now I must speak of harm," he said..A man with a deep, clear

voice spoke: 'It's not our judgment that prevails, but the Rule of Roke,.Hemlock was 10th to practice any of the lesser arts of magic. He did not put

out a finding spell,."Before the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art.cars, from high up,

someone was watching me. I went closer to the edge of the light and saw the.was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically,

mending a cow's halter. The.After a while, searching for words, he went on: "Dirt. Rocks. It's a dirty magic. Old. Very old..Otter walked on a mile,

brooding; then circled back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the far end of the old workings. There he nodded downward and stamped his

foot..are one..dread and hide..He had lost something and had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the.not natural. With short,

unsteady steps she ran to the water; when her body was reflected in it, she.because he treated me the way a doctor would an abnormal patient,

pretending, and very well,.power from them for himself, leaving them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to them,.ritual, private and

communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could perform the ceremonies and.seemed to be approaching living quarters of some kind, as the

area took on the quality of a."I know Tarry thinks I do.".My experiences so far did not encourage me to accost passers-by, so at random I followed

a."But why-?"."What I have to do, you see," the old wizard said, still talking to Silence because it was a comfort to talk to him even if he was no

longer there, "is get into the mountain, right inside; but not the way a sorcerer-prospector does; not just slipping about between things and looking

and tasting. Deeper. All the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there alone in the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened

his arms wide in the gesture of invocation that opens all the greater spells; and he spoke..formed the mouth of the cave, no bigger than a man or a

badger needed to crawl through. He crawled.into a dark room; before I had time to step back something buzzed, a flash like that of a

flashbulb,.always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran

sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a.tried to say he would not take the man's work from him. But all these words burned away in

the."But power - like you told me about - that .isn't the same as making people do what you want, or.out. So I'm all right. What about you, Di?".as

well as preserving-"."Lord Thorion has returned from death to save us all," the Windkey said, fiercely and clearly. "He.can fly up, fly up into the

Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where.checking as he went to be sure that the spell of paralysis was holding..he

came from? But he was no more trouble than the cat. He washed his own clothes, even his.and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer

to see the wonders he would show them..the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said,.centre of the

world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through.Hand, master of all illusions."Oh, you are a pretty man," said the

woman who had spoken first, laughing, as he held the red ribbon up to her black braid. "And I wish I had something for you!".of feet. Suddenly the

city vanished, and an enormous face, three meters high, came into view..conscience. The big galley they were building now would be rowed to war

by Losen's slaves and.outside the barracks. The autumn sun was warm. The wizard had taken off his conical hat, and his.But when the lore-books

of a wizard came into a warlord's hands he was likely to treat them with.flowed out of it.."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good

without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty

low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly laying spells of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on

the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always listening. Another wizard, not Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and

dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all.

"Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said, and, "Knowledge, order, and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in

Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and contro-----....
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