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Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.? ? ?

? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By

Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy

sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said

to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing

lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this

barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder

slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither

and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by

God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Presently, up

came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out

[apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died;

methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and

prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks,

and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than

she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is

I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain,

Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get,

and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other

whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified

that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and

that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more

extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".Then he raised his

head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a

land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she

betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I

knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear

for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of

trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come

to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his

last of victual until the Judgment Day..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her

tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her

from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and

the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men

of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted

not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were

instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the

throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the

affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy

rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant

of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint

thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy

dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to

charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..When it was

the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's

gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought

him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for

deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed,
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howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case

of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ?

o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul

prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..[Then they

went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land

of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she

came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth

that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind

her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her

brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down.

However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time

Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to

him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and

returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son

and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate

that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents

of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.'

Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house;

and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of

me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being

weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of

such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to

her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.See, then, O august king,"

continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He

will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only

I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be

mute.".Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of

his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..Then the Khalif

summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Now there

was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said,

'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he

returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a

venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came

to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to

him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face

with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father,"

answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest."

Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this

of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but

there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him

the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set

eyes on him save that day.".Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix."And indeed," continued

Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the

door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither

quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might,

Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets;

and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look

as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and

lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud

voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a
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woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred

dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..24. The Ten

Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade

him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the

story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii.

105..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac

said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the

slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man

replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him,

she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some

default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh

presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is

an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have

diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac

ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the

boon-companion?' (176).165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit,

who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder

returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with

whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great

while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair

whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king

persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the

girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..When the

king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile

matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I

discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for

thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king,

this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft

and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me

and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her

father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.? ? ? ? ? Hath spent

thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the

Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case

and help me to my will..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a

physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and

muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the

physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and

misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made

Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied

out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in

triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet

dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and

deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou

errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and

majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out

against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God;

so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had]

withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me.

Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the

multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who
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advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the

hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed

from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together

those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise,

whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His

aid.'.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her

hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203)

and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the

rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird

and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver

and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden.

(206).? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..Then said she, "O king,

comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and

went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.So saying, he spat in her face and

went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she

humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the

inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed

some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in

himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart

will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might

look into the affair..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at

a wedding..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.There was once a man

hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of

his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a

learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was

wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me

and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,'

answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day,

as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee

asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and

whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.'

But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed.

Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous

story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand

and saluted him..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her,

but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after

which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father

Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the

morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid

bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun

(55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56)

and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for

him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to

any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as

beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with

his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By

Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the

boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after

which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth,

forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the
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Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a

payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the

culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of

Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him.

So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the

dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of

her; and thus I did on the morrow..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it

about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of

its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs

must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of

person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and

chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he

desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..92. El Amin and his Uncle

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and

said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).167.

Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him,

whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.The

Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn

there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was

there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof

from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the

Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for

these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till

they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of

price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still

would she turn aside..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am

I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.'

So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him

and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty

citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came

to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached

him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..There was once a sage of the sages, who

had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled

them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that

the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union.

And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222)

his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you,

against the time of your need.'.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell

us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the

story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ?

? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh.."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he

had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to

hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought

him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;'

but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over

me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be

requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from

me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never

before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning

and body-worn is he..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.On this wise I abode a while
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of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up

elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and

the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till

he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for

affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with

me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay

there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill,

stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the

bones..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all

mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the

place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me

than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and

calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor

on the fires that in my vitals flare..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city

or in tent..Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe

its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount

of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then

said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said,

'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear

one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much

dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And

the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.'

'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear

one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much

will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced

from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to

thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her

young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that

hight.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so

thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will

marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to

uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on

the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..Then

came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..?

? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..The woman who used to act as

decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her

for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house

by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into

a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of

blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they,

"We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy

life.".Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for

third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..When Ibrahim heard this,

he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with

us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou

shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with

a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her

in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when

Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it

was scarred..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish
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Physician's Story xxviii.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he

put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following

verses:.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the

people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy.

Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin]

that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality],

it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..49. The Man

who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth

unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's

speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy

brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and

suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for

thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the

Portress xviii.There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his

kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his

dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with

an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade,

garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht

saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth

this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend,

vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".Some days after this, as I stood at the

door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for

the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the

value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked

I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder

man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to

him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my

story.'.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? Would we may live

together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the

sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I

would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to

thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of

distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I

am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying

of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".Er Reshid considered her beauty and the

goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress

of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well,

O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description

of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than

thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of

the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the

face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.? ? ? ? ? How

many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.The Fifth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their

lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers

carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other]

weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled

forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of

frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith

and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.I went out

one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I
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espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out

and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house

and knocked at the door, when they went away..The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and

with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had

taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume.

Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life

till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold,

therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she

followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and

bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse

shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel

of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered

with all manner colours..110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ?

Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..The Twenty-Second

Night of the Month..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted

to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and

loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto

this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave

her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she

refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the

place..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..Tai, En Numan

and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the

king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his

wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present

about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep

guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them,

according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the

Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him

who had reunited him with his family..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv
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