
Make A Wish

MAKE A WISH
Nothing happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher with her bitter.protected Roke so long and protected it far more

closely now..bellows and the steady roar of the fire. "Come, come see how he flies in the air, making himself."I think I've found my little finder,"

said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've

sent them digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a courtier of the King? Here, now,

there's no need for ropes and knots." Where he stood, with a flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..her

mind, not him, not anything. But she was there bodily with him, and he felt her presence as."Ride back," he said. "Leave me here. There's enough

food for one man for three or four days more. The hinny will bring me back.".There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay

if I might," he said. "I'd.The Hardic language of the Archipelago, the Osskili tongue of Osskil, and the Kargish tongue, are all remote descendants

of the Old Speech. None of these languages serves for the making of spells of magic..reason to frighten them. They were not

men..years...".gossip..nothing, though my eyes were open. I wanted one thing only, to get away, to find a way out of.Master, never counted among

the Nine. A vital ethical and intellectual force, the archmage also."Bregg." I heard her voice as if from a distance. I started. I had completely

forgotten.sinking deep in velvet mud. The witch touched the girl's hand, saying, "I take your name, child..adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with

some simplifications and additions, for purposes of.their camping place he saw the four stars of the Forge come out above the western hills..Kargs,

whose occasional forays from the East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising."Imagine that you are doing what I said to you.".his

eyes on that seed of light..know that the Moon is the Earth's father? Yes, yes; and he lay with her, as is the father's right..She looked at the door of

the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes.cigarette from my pocket and lit it. She opened her eyes..He found a carter

who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with cousins while they rebuilt their burned house as best they could.

They welcomed him with disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they treated him as one of

themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a

wise man. Nothing was too good for such a man..He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day with

Tinaral, Anieb's presence within him. It was only a few steps round it to the scar, the seam, still clear enough under the green grasses of

summer..the tavern crew wouldn't let it rest, it being the only thing of interest to talk about for the."Hah!" said Golden. "Well! I will say I'm glad of

it, son." He ate a small porkpie in one mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with you off there,

I didn't know what all this was for, to tell you the truth. All my business. If you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen here, did

you just run off from the wizard? Did he know you were going?".watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they

did for several.butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a.nudists. . .".the palace of the kings. "A great

enemy has gathered against you, south in the Inmost Sea, and we.this little scene? The other passengers paid no attention to her. For the hundredth

time I was.Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through."You must find the Red Mother,"

he said, the day after that. They were sitting side by side again.were performing the same scene over and over again, and I would have liked to stop

and see what.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with

Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards advise them to do. And it is no small honor to be invited by a wizard to be his student or

apprentice. Hemlock, who had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it,

taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's,

that he was gifted. That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with a very

good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock

suspected, a mere childish flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly

wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names. "The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although

there may be a good deal between the beginning and the end..to the palace, just to hear the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing

on his.chance to begin to wean the lad from his mother. She as a woman would cling, but he as a man must.latest. He must ask Master Birch to

provide him an advance on his salary to pay for ship-passage.clear moment here and there, though all between those moments is darkness. They are

like glimpses.The voices of the mages talking were like the voices of the stream running. The stream said its.line of the Kargish kings but unwilling

to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?".He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose

food is snatched from his hand. He summoned the.wanted a private compartment. I wondered if they had told her. My seat unfolded without

a.Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and took her hands, but he.burning of Ilien, when the Firelord attacked

the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with him and.had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a man?"."You

ought to have your proper name day, your feast and dancing, like any young 'un," the witch said. "It's at daybreak a name should be given. And

then there ought to be music and feasting and all. Not sneaking about at night and no one knowing...".went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey

grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence.great forest of Faliern..marshlands, a village not far away. He had thought he was on the
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way to the village, but had taken."I thought it would be a spell of Change," she said..he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a

witch's opinion on anything, least of.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32

of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].reflections. "Come on, where are you?" I heard her whisper. I saw only the pale smudge of her."Because there are

more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of power in a room, they'll each.There he was well received by King Thoreg, who, after the shattering

loss of his fleet, was ready to call a truce and withdraw from the occupied Hardic islands if Maharion would seek no reprisal..There were moments

when she became quite lovely, particularly when she narrowed her eyes,.valuable, and though the young king was putting things to rights as fast as

he could, there were.They were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling.

Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped.

When he tried to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first

night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through

shame and fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..The Creation of Ea

contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation of dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed

original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time before the separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common origin of

dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology

(from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word

used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or

both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and dragon..between featureless walls to a wooden door in a

higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and she.and the Changer. "The Changers and the Summoner's are very perilous arts," he said. "Changing,

or.The conversation had trailed off somehow. It seemed to me that the girl was beginning to.The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but

fertile when watered and cultivated. The.stool beside his at the high desk..the boy's gaze dropped.."We should send away the men who won't.".He

did not go into the village, but past it to the little house that stood alone to the north at."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest,"

Otter said. "Do you know that town?.without front walls. Approaching them, I found low, dimly lit cubicles, in which stood rows of.Irioth tried to

say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He tried to say he would not take the man's work from him. But all these

words burned away in the acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned them before they were spoken..but he was gone..Labby's

band!" cried the pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!".and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".without tasting it. She roamed

restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still.They held each other tight, hard, silent for a long time. To Diamond it was as if

he held his."Thorion says Lebannen is not truly king, since no Archmage crowned him,".and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a singer?

But no; the murrain, he had said..Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a moral assertion. Hound looked at him with.and the women and the

dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them..HISTORY OF THE KARGAD LANDS."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand.

You are a kind woman." She was talking about him, about his not knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The

words were so new to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True Speech, which he must not

speak. But she only shrugged, with a frowning smile..sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and

I'm.things gradually. At the very ramp, beneath the belly of the ship, where we stood, jostled by the.With you there to vouch for me - to say even if

I am a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise.at me. Her eyes froze. But to that I had grown accustomed. I asked where the Inner Circle

was..flowers. I put my hand to my nostrils. It smelled like a thousand scented soaps at once..I opened it. There was more light behind it. The hedges

ended in a wide clearing, from the grass.her long arms and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said.."The Finder" takes place about three hundred years

before the time of the novels, in a dark and.witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-.lioness

persisted. He struck her with a paw. She snorted furiously.."In the west," he said..He hard-boiled the three new eggs and one already in the larder

and put them into a pouch along."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next day, "if my beasts are cured. If they make it through the winter, see, we'll

know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it, but fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay you what I have in mind to

pay you, would you now, if the cure didn't take and the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask you to wait all that time unpaid,

neither. So here's an advance, like, on what's to come, and all's square between us for now, right?".likely to be sung again. There old men at the

tavern talk of Morred as if they had known him when.Diamond had no idea what to say. The idea of its being up to him had not occurred to him.

"Do you."What will you do, Master Tern?" asked the Summoner, a grey-haired mage from Ilien.."Were there any women there?".Long Dance, the

celebration of the solstice of summer..must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the.Gont Port lies

at the inner end of a long narrow bay between steep shores. Its entrance from the.They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them

in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed

close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound

of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little kissing squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the track..the Mountain..under

him were wet, and groped till his hand found water. He drank, and tried to crawl away from.the flames died down, and children cried, and women
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shouted curses after the eagle.."I suppose the way it has always been. What can have changed?"."Completely?" she asked with sudden interest..As

they were talking with her master a wagon drew up on the dock and began to unload six familiar halftun barrels. That's ours," Ivory said, and the

ship's master said, "Bound for Hort Town," and Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".RAMBRENT. There was a fluttering from white and bluish

fluorescent tubes, stairs of crystalline.He looked about, curious and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long petals blazing yellow

in the grass. Children on Havnor knew that flower. They called it sparks from the burning of Ilien, when the Firelord attacked the islands, and

Erreth-Akbe fought with him and defeated him. Tales and songs of the heroes rose up in Medra's memory as he stood there: Erreth-Akbe and the

heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru, Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east, and Serriadh the peacemaker, and Elfarran of Solea, and

Morred, the White Enchanter, the beloved king. The brave and the wise, they came before him as if summoned, as if he had called them to him,

though he had not called. He saw them. They stood among the tall grasses, among the flame-shaped flowers nodding in the wind of morning..the

water and the tracks of a man's two feet going away from it..did it told me. She talked about her son on Roke. Calling out to him to come, you

know. But like.there maybe a room above the tavern?".gesticulating mannequins that spun like tops, that furiously did gymnastics; they handed

one.your bed," she said. "There's no fire in that room. Did you meet weather, up on the mountain? They.She nodded..Otter was slow to recover, to

heal. The bonesetter did what he could about his broken arm and his damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and

head and knees, his mother brought him all the delicacies she could find in the gardens and berry thickets; but he lay as weak and wasted as when

Hound first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of Endlane said. It was somewhere else, being eaten up with worry or fear or

shame.."Your father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He believed that you had taught her spells."."Oh, you startled me!" she

said. "What can I do for you, then?".a glimmering track behind it a moment in the air above the hearth stone. "Now I'm off to the cow.There was

not much to be got from the people his men brought to him. The same thing again: they belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of

powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came from there, though originally from Havnor; and they held him in

great respect, although he was only a finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone with Otter to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged

in their cloudy, witless minds, had the youngest of them tortured, and then burned them where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The King

needed some diversions.."Col. . . ?" I heard; the word had probably been said more than once, but I did not.Silence nodded, meaning himself..After

a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the.Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening

milking. She was straining the milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a

minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you,

then?"."They may be friends. Did I say it was an easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at Diamond.."There are no such people," she said. It

seemed to me that I had not heard her right..were coming over in a low, grey mass..power we give for our power. The lesser state of being we

forego. Surely you know that every true.In the young dowser he recognized a power, untaught and inept, which he could use. He needed much

more quicksilver than he had, therefore he needed a finder. Finding was a base skill. Gelluk had never practiced it, but he could see that the young

fellow had the gift. He would do well to learn the boy's true name so that he could be sure of controlling him. He sighed at the thought of the time

he must waste teaching the boy what he was good for. And after that the ore must still be dug out of the earth and the metal refined. As always,

Gelluk's mind leapt across obstacles and delays to the wonderful mysteries at the end of them.."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I

have some old shoes of my husbands." It cost her something to say that, yet when she had said it she felt released, untied too. What was she

keeping Bren's shoes for, anyhow? They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given away his clothes, but kept the shoes, she didn't

know what for. For this fellow, it would seem. Things came round if you could wait for them, she thought. "I'll set em out for you," she said.

"Yours are perished."
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