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? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.So Abdulmelik went
away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and
acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in
marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of
the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and
drew up the contract of marriage..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at
one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.On
this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in
the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the
tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk
about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me,
as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he
leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away,
followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and
found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought
me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a
doughty knight,.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him
awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not
mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed
woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,
'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be
admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not
escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for
whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the
townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till
there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of
the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a
ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the
hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no
oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.68.
Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141,
157..The Twentieth Night of the Month..Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a
thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So
I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering
it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for
me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".When it was the third day,
the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths
of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man
with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the
king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us
and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so
wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou
Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth
answered, saying, "O king,.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the
dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of
his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which
men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his
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story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who
will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of
calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto
him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.Then she took leave of me and I of
her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day,
till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home
with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what
we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till
sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the
door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress,
whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine
eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price
and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make
proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee."
So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and
bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk,
how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to
him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and
grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued
the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest
repentance betide thee and sore concern.".One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother
wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,'
answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is
she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's
son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he
entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? b.
The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.Then the queen entered the palace and sat
down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its
strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of
this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by
which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following
verses:.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and
visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the
cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its
inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no
wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was
[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and
the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it
to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport;
and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an
answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit
thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..After this, news
came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold,
they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when
they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will
present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we
possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them
all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying,
'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of
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peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even
as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain,
how many a bone laid bare!.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er
Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I
complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept
sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took
the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it
disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from
under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,
up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were
removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust
dlxxxii.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty
amazeth all those that behold..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not
disdain..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ?
f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of
my despair;.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no
children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child.
Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to
a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full
moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders!
When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters
(52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard
of her and all of them desired to look upon her..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to
thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? And if a creature in his tears could swim, as
in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the
branches bend, what while the stars abide..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Abasement,
misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to
compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked
with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They
prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the
Princess Dunya cvii.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound
it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place
where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches
and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat
past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my
trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near;
meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and
suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and
he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O
my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why
wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this
affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said,
"I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth
and none can my virtues deny..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in
number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the
prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of
one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets
and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and
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grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came
to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of
their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..EL ABBAS AND THE
KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ?
How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Then there reigned after them an
understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and
sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty
volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than
that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty
traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their
report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come
down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the
Hashish-Eater cxliii.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting
croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears
flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may
God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and
Zubeideh dclii.The Eighth Day..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her
a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of
water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched
two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink];
whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst
rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger]
and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of
whom I was going about.'.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain,
Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she
herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii.
192..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the
cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not
say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set
before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They
gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..When the
night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king,
that.There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more
accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his
uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for
kinship's sake..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to
kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of
the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss
my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever
attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I
offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will
not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and
this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..When his father saw
the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise
and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take
leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and
laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his
travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and
sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape
and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on
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him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer
and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and
God restored them to him dccccxix.When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and
mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father
and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he
replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the
harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and
behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of
the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of
thy death.'.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and
was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and
throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge
of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they
grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to
tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment
and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one
couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Presently he
came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So
he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to
him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst
thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And
he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand
dinars..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life
was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and
filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy
therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and
let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he
would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..Then said the prince
to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom,
where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and
they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of
the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The
goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's
death..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for
the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and
going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing,
"Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict
me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the
stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of
ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at
his speech and wept..The Seventh Day..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief
officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the
speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this
day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you,
my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy
judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance
would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".When the king heard his vizier's words, he
marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of
the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.]..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..So he took a belt, wherein
were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing
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upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to
his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who
sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of
meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the
cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest
fashion..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..I seated myself amiddleward
the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about
their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a
third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I
was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a
violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and
presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With
this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have
tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232)
dcxlvi.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in
procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from
the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee!
loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him
not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were
in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile,
after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after
which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face.
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