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? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..37.

Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By

Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back

from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou

hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine,

Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and

the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the

Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Awhile after this, two merchants presented

themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the

cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the

two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser

worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin

and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is

the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand

of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him,

thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber

dccclxvii.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and

[presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in

the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his

anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter

said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And

he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne,

embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And

they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed

me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..121. The

Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ?

? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i.

104..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes

and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his

affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his

fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and

cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be

reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep

thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother

and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall

sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite

thee with good!'.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to

withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of

governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And

indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both

to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed

his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my

counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet

you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..? ? ? ? ? a. Story

of the Physician Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent,

ii. 256..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey.

The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with
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his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey

between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden

with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El

Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to

Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the

approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or

small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to

steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried

himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there

came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he,

"I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and

have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset,

its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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