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Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the
drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So
they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi,
who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning
him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst
Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So
take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following
verses:.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was
eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the
viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him
into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed
trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could
not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her
time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they
were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,
and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and
fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and
increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her
slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif
made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which
befell. (160).O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not;
and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her
breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.147. Isaac of Mosul and
his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day
by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as
he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up
came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising
up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what
is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him,
"God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to
press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his
[house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated,
Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and
they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to
filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed
of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these
pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered
clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he
asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but
that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole
my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding
folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand,
repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his
wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him."
With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O
lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..?THE FIRST
OFFICER'S STORY..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing
not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other
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than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up
his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on
along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city
on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night
anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.When
the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode
perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So
he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die
lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running
with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So
he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die
in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.On this wise they abode months
and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the
youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's
brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and
found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break
after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..When the morning morrowed,
they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of
destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters
of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will
meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an
answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon
him to single combat..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].He
gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke
fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is
renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish
unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's
wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to
God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his
service.'.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.When the
morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned
them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the
mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had
betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune
dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals
for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second
save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.? ?
? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..So I
arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over
walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As
soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a
place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she
returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till
we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or
cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of
them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of
the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my
companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter,
and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual].
Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..Accordingly, the
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servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the
assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had
forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to
him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract
and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange
woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the
trouble of this world. Amen.".As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do]
and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for
they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand
(129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he
had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he
bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be
opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to
cut..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward
heaven the day-star did appear..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he
told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew
that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his
commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But,
if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow
cometh, the king shall do what he will."."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most
High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she
might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken
from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of
the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in
one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places
and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time,
whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world]
and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.The company
marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange
adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it
was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed,
and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she
knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for
him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I
lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of
unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a
soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me
from him for whom I sigh..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and
West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again."."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee
talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with
the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads.
As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am
like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it
[proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail
to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah,
whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how
many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Eighth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and
the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and
Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till
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the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for
the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest
a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking
his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she
improvised and sang the following verses:.136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE
GIRL..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..Then he brought out the
casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he
heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew
that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in
question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and
amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop.
Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of
the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and
tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him.
But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O
company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman
will come to thee.".As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou
here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said
she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared
on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after
which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them
what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them
wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat"
nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon
the ground and laughing..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave
not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady
Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman,
her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh."
Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..All this time,
the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and
the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Now this letter was written
with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following
effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun
er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for
that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in
love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after
the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and
peace be on thee!'.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from
Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have
wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and
I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the
[Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the
story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I
was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened
rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Then she sent to
acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then,
hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou
sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When
the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou
Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of
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ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding,
(123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his
master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death;
but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then
he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine
ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..43. The Man of Yemen
and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her
wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her
husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her
in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience
and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with
her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.Then he left
beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money,
and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be
fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man,
how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That
makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up
and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he
answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my
dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou
have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine
eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he,
and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my
possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered
she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said
to her, 'Keep this door.'.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her
what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and
indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled
with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with
her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the
favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is
without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth
each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me
on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee
a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? d.
Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as
they flow..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no
wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he
said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they
carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he
lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may
God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas
repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore
troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of
the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house
and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his
face..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than
thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath
been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er
Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead
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and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me
and collect alms on my account.] (34).Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..King Azadbekht and
his Son, History of, i. 61..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..Merchant and the King,
The Old Woman, the, i. 265..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen
called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats
of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of
those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood
compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that
thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot
brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister,
by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee
a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of
continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than
that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of
God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest
fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of
the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she
marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid
and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till
she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to
her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the
protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art
Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him,
whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"
asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another
eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.
"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his
reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am
Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)
thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he
arose and abode wondering at his case..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.There was once in a city of Khorassan a
family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune
ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk
succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she
requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of
time..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of
Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the
people deny?.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my
privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I
shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A
madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran
in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them
that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised
God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my
pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst
doth watch the weary night!.So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he
redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of
ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and
doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant,
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"What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the
Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".? ? ? ? ? Yet with
perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife
dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..Then he re-entered the village
and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell
robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went
away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and
beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of
all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store
by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content
with him..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of
him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to
do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old
woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and
told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen
answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof
they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but
patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in
God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this
matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho,
Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying,
"O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah,
thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a
third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore
chagrin..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to
(112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say,
"Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose
sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck,
inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..? ? ? ? ? n. The
Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.They ate and drank and sported and made
merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that
they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of
my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and
went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him,
'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast
thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en
Nufous ccclxiv."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently,
his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country
to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he
made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But,
when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year.
However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever
price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a
score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and
affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her
with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before
him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein
and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain
and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier
heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him
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who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what
prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man,
(117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.Galen heard that which he avouched
of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians
and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the
door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the
weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would
answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion
nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the
mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the
king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a
mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El
Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to
gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that
they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing
their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade
the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power
dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the
old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither
she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing
her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was
solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king
drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to
guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the
lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the
cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me
nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and
he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk
saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the
lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and
thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he
understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".134.
The Malice of Women dlxxviii.O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the
hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then
she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a
damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and
said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou
shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night
and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst
have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?'
asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait.
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