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RENAMING ABRAHAMS CHILDREN ELECTION ETHNICITY AND THE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE IN ROMANS 9
Junior was flattered, he really was. Women couldn't get enough of him. The story of his life. They never let go gracefully. He was wanted, needed,

adored, worshiped. Women kept calling after they should have taken the hint and gone away, insisted on sending him notes and gifts even after he

told them it was over. Junior wasn't surprised that women would return from the dead for him, nor was he surprised that women he'd killed would

try to find a route back to him from Beyond, without malice, without vengeance in their hearts, merely yearning to be with him again, to hold him

and to fulfill his needs. As gratified as he was by this tribute to his desirability, he simply didn't have any romantic feelings left for Naomi and

Seraphim. They were the past, and he loathed the past, and if they wouldn't let him alone, he would never be able to live in the future..Into Barty's

darkness came light that he had not sought. He saw his smiling Mary on his lap as she lowered her hands from his temples, saw the faces of his

family, the table set with Christmas decorations and many candles flickering..At the bedside, Joshua Nunn, friend and physician, looked up as Paul

approached. He rose as though under a yoke of iron..He drove his yellow-and-white 1955 Ford Country Squire station wagon. He'd bought the car

with some of the last money he earned in the years when he had been able to hold a job, before his ... problem..Mrs. Cain's little boy felt small,

weak, sorry for himself, and terribly alone. The detective was still here, but his presence only aggravated Junior's sense of isolation..On Thursday,

January 4, he used his John Pinchbeck identity to purchase a new Ford van with a cashier's check. He leased a private garage space in the

Pinchbeck name, near the Presidio, and stored the van there..She snatched the handset away from Angel, told Bellini, "He's here," threw the phone

on the bed, told Angel, "Stay close to me," ran to the windows, and jerked the drapes out of the way..Junior was paying his dinner check and

calculating the tip when the pianist launched into "Someone to Watch over Me." Although he'd expected it all evening, he twitched when he

recognized the tune..In Oregon, standing at Junior Cain's bedside, turning a quarter across the knuckles of his left hand, Thomas Vanadium asks

about the name that his suspect had spoken in the grip of a nightmare..Instinctively, he knew he should not give massages to Negroes. He sensed

that somehow he would be physically or morally polluted by this contact..In her features, the girl entirely resembled her mother. She was nothing

whatsoever like Junior. Only the light brown shade of her skin provided evidence that she hadn't been derived from Seraphim by

parthenogenesis..Teasing out the card, Edom saw that it was an ace of diamonds-remarkable in light of Maria Gonzalezs fortune'-telling session last

Friday evening. He was more astonished, however, by the name printed in black ink diagonally across the face of the card: BARTHOLOMEW..He

capped the bottle, pocketed it, and then kicked the dead man, kicked him again, and spat on him.."Those were Rowena's affectionate names for the

boys when they were babies. Her private nonsense names for them, because she said they were like two beautiful little elves and ought to have elfin

names.".In his mind, Junior saw a quarter turning knuckle over knuckle, and he heard the maniac cop's droning voice: There's a fine George and Ira

Gershwin song called "Someone to Watch over Me. " You ever hear it, Enoch? I'm that someone for you, although not, of course, in a romantic

sense..She asked Edom to stay in the main house, so Barty wouldn't be alone while she visited Maria Gonzalez for an hour or two. He was pleased

to oblige, settling down to watch a television documentary about volcanoes, which promised to include stories about the 1902 eruption of Mont

Pelee, on Martinique, which killed 28,000 people within minutes, and other disasters of colossal proportions..To Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a

sunnier fortune if the cards are bright and fresh, don't you think?"."I don't have to graduate in the spring of next year. I can take fewer classes,

graduate the spring after. That's no big deal.".He was Father Tom again, having recommitted to his vows three years previous. At his request, the

Church had assigned him as the chaplain of Pie Lady Services..were a favorite pair when he was puttering around the house on weekends. "Oh," he

said, "that dog.".He might not have this future-living thing down perfectly, but he was absolutely terrific at anger..He didn't want to lean inside and

peer over the front seat. He had no weapon. He would be unbalanced, vulnerable..Junior had expected these singular creatures, and he needed them

to be as monstrous as they had always been in the past. Nonetheless, he shrank back against his pillows in dismay when they exploded into the

hospital room. Their faces were as fierce as those of painted cannibals coming off a fast. They gestured emphatically, spitting expletives along with

tiny bits of lunch dislodged from their teeth by the force of their condemnations..With some sharp instrument, probably a knife, Cain had stabbed

and gouged the red letters, working on the wall with such fury that two of the Bartholomews were barely readable anymore. The Sheetrock was

marked by hundreds of scores and punctures..Throughout the evening, Barty and Angel-sitting side by side and across the table from Paul-listened

to the adults at times and occasionally joined in the larger conversation, but primarily they talked between themselves. When the kids' heads

weren't together conspiratorially, Paul could hear their chatter, and depending on what else was being discussed around the table, he sometimes

tuned in to it. He picked up on the word rhinoceros, tuned in, tuned out, but a couple minutes later, he dialed back in when he realized that

Celestina, sitting two places farther along the table from him, had risen from her chair and was staring in amazement at the kids..murdered would

be discounted. And if every death was suspicious to him, then he would quickly lose interest in Junior and move on to a new enthusiasm, harassing

some other poor devil.."Ouch," said Edom, and this earned him loving smiles from Maria, Agnes, and Barty..The moment he had seen the building

in which Nolly maintained an office-an aged three-story brick structure in the North Beach district, a seedy strip club occupying the ground

floor-Junior knew he'd found the breed of snoop he needed. The detective was at the top of six flights of narrow stairs-no elevator-at the end of a

dreary hallway with worn linoleum and with walls mottled by stains of an origin best left unconsidered. The air smelled of cheap disinfectant, stale

cigarette smoke, stale beer, and dead hopes..Sweet-tempered, generous, honest, kind Naomi had surely been incapable of murdering anyone-least
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of all the man she loved..DOWN SHE WENT, abruptly and hard, with a clatter and thud, her natural grace deserting her in the fall, though she

regained it in her posture of collapse..By the time he ordered cr?me brulee for dessert, he was able to laugh at himself. Had he expected to see a

ghost enjoying a cocktail and free cashews at the bar?."No, no, dear. It was little Muffin, from next door. A big dog certainly would have torn up

both you and the pants. We've got to have a credible story.".Tom pointed to the nearly finished martini that stood on the table before him. Balanced

on the thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..Whereas Edom feared the wrath of nature, Jacob knew that the true hand of doom

was the hand of humankind..ready to hear me. However long you need. But something ... something extraordinary happened here before you

arrived."."That's exactly how I hoped he would be." Relieved, he followed Agnes to the living room. "Listen, Aggie, you know, I don't have

anything against Jacob, but-".When his stomach rolled uneasily and his scalp prickled, he was seized by panic, certain that he was going to suffer

both violent nervous emesis and severe hives, breaking out and chucking up at the same time. He popped the capsules into his mouth but couldn't

produce enough saliva to swallow them, so he turned on the faucet, filled his cupped hands with water, and drank, dribbling down the front of is

jacket and sweater..From the plush pillowy shadows of the bed, Barty said, "Oh, look. Christmas lights."."Apple juice, lime Jell-O, and four soda

crackers," said the detective. "If you don't have enough of a conscience to make you confess,.Candle flames blurred into bright smears, and the

faces of her good parents shimmered like the half-seen countenances of angels in dreams..He looked up into the eyes of the stocky man with the

birthmark. They were gray eyes, hard as nail heads, but clear and surprisingly beautiful in that otherwise unfortunate face.."I doubted myself more

than God, though Him, too. I had those boys' blood on my hands. They were mine to protect, and I failed.".Junior wasn't concerned that the shots

would attract unwanted attention. These large rural properties and a plenitude of muffling trees made it unlikely that the nearest neighbor would

hear anything.."Simon's a good man. Now that he pretty much knows Cain pushed the wife, he doesn't feel better about representing him just

because the payoff was big. And in the current case, he's not Cain's lawyer, so there's no conflict of interest, no ethics problem, so he's got a chance

to set things right a little.".Then Agnes said, "Well, it's clear to me that you won't be able to talk out your life in just one year. Should be a two-year

grant."."You'd never cheat me. I know you. We'd have Christmas twice a year and parties for half birthdays.".To her mother, Celestina said, "What

did you mean when you said you'd heard all about Barty here?".As he edged closer, to better hear the conversation, he became aware of someone

staring at him. He looked up into anthracite eyes, into a gaze as sharp as that of any bird, set in the lean face of a thirty something man thinner than

a winter-starved crow..He didn't know what he was looking for. He simply felt empowered to be the one conducting the surveillance for a

change..Instead, he was given a small color brochure featuring samples of the artist's work. It also contained the same photograph of her smiling

face that graced the window..As the afternoon waned toward a portentous dusk and toward the gallery reception for Celestina White, Junior

prepared his knives and guns..The quarter, surely. The one that had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous

Friday..Although faint and somewhat hollow, the woman's crooning was pure and so on-note that this a cappella rendition fell as pleasantly on the

ear as any voice sweetened by an orchestra. Yet the song had a disturbing quality, as well, an eerie note of yearning, longing, a piercing sadness.

For want of a better word, her voice was haunting..For the next few days, they would eat all their meals in the suite. Most likely, Cain had left San

Francisco. And even if the killer hadn't fled, this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely. Yet having, assumed the role of

guardian, Tom Vanadium had a zero tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a master of the

unlikely..Regrettably, his radiant smile only emphasized, by contrast, the dire shortcomings of the face from which it beamed. Lumpish, pocked,

wart-stippled, darkened by a permanent beard shadow with a bluish cast, this countenance was beyond the powers of redemption possessed by the

best plastic surgeons in the world, which was no doubt why Nolly applied his resources strictly to dental work..Junior knew that he must remain

vigilant. Vigilant and focused until January 12 had come and gone. Eight days to go..Entering the bedroom, Junior had expected to cast aside his

pistol and draw a knife. But he was no longer in a mood for close-up work. Fortunately, he'd managed to hold on to the gun.."I'll never forget it,"

Dr. Salk promised. With his attention still on Perri's pictures, he said, "But I'm afraid you give me far too much credit. I'm no superman. I didn't do

the work alone. So many dedicated people were involved.".Sunday evening, here he was, cracking open four new decks, as if fresh cards might

enable the magic to repeat.."Then I'll attend to everything right away," the doctor said, reaching for the privacy curtain that surrounded the ER

bed..In either case, printing the name in blood was a ritualistic act, and ritualism of this nature was an unmistakable symptom of a seriously

unbalanced mind. Evidently, the wife killer would be easier to crack than expected, because his shell was already badly fractured..Traditional logic

argued that an infant, no more than two weeks old, could not be a serious threat to a grown man..She worried that her anxiety would prove

contagious, that when her fear infected her boy, he would be less able to fight whatever hateful thing had taken seed in his right eye..When Agnes

was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired by the reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had heard "This Momentous

Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun three weeks later by popular demand, he'd urged Joey to listen. Joey had heard it on

Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the birth of his son..the beast would find them one day, but she hadn't spoken of that

possibility in perhaps two and a half years..To look entirely like her name, she needed only white wings. He would give her wings: a short flight

out the window, into the oak..Vanadium nodded. "And I'd like to hear about Cain's reactions in more detail. I've read your reports, of course, and

they've been thorough, but necessarily condensed. There'll be lots of subtleties that only reveal themselves in conversation. Often, the apparently

insignificant details are the most important to me when I'm devising strategy.".On the drive home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in
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Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a Dumpster in Corte Madera..As Joey opened the driver's door and got in behind the steering wheel, he said,

"Okay?".Junior Cain was committed to continuous self-improvement. He believed in the need constantly to expand his knowledge and horizons

order to better understand himself and the world. The quality of life was solely the responsibility of oneself he author of How to Have a Healthier

Life through Autohypnosis was Dr. Caesar Zedd, a renowned psychologist and best-selling author of a dozen self-help texts, all of which Junior

owned in addition to the literature that he had acquired from the book club. When he had been only fourteen, he'd begun buying Dr. Zedd's titles in

paperback, and by the time he was eighteen, when he could afford to do so, he'd replaced the paperbacks with hardcovers and thereafter bought all

the doctor's new books in the higher-priced editions. The collected works.Along the hall to his room. Fast and low through the doorframe. Wary of

the closet door standing two inches ajar.."I'm not. I'm just going to be the conscience that Enoch Cain seems to have been born without."."I'll show

you some. That's what Gelluk's after. The ore of watermetal. Watermetal eats all the other metals, even gold, see..When Junior checked his Rolex,

he realized that he didn't know how long he'd been sitting here since Ichabod had driven off in the Buick. Maybe one minute, maybe ten..Otter said

nothing.."Are you all right?" he asked as he opened the passenger's door and helped her into the car.."Jacob scares people," Agnes said. "No one

would eat a pie that Jacob delivered without having it tested at a lab.".She got up from the chair, went to the window, and raised the venetian blind

rather than look out between its slats..Hunched over his desk, leaning forward conspiratorially, his piggy eyes glittering like those of an ogre

discussing his favorite recipe for cooking children, Nolly said, "I've been able to confirm your suspicions..Snapping the cylinder into place, he rose

to his feet. Already he had a new plan, and the cop's revolver was the most important tool that he required to implement it.."Maybe because we

didn't want to be called witches," said Obadiah with a smile, "and give folks one more reason to hang us.".At the bed, he spread the garment across

his pillow. Lying down, he pressed his face into the sweater. The sweet subtle scent of Naomi was as effective as a lullaby, and soon he dozed

off..Regrettably, he had no choice but to conclude that she hadn't made up her mind whether to keep the baby or to seek out an illegal abortion

without Junior's approval. She had been thinking about scraping his child out of her womb without even telling him..Furthermore, fear of the

unknown is a weakness also because it humbles us. Humility, Caesar Zedd declares, is strictly for losers. For the purpose of social and financial

advancement, we must pretend to be humble-shuffle our feet and duck our heads and make self-deprecating remarks-because deceit is the currency

of civilization. But if ever we wallow in genuine humility, we will be no different from the mass of humanity, which Zedd calls "a sentimental

sludge in love with failure and the prospect of its own doom.".At first light, a nurse arrived to perform preliminary surgical prep on Barty. She

pulled the boy's hair back and captured it under a tight fitting cap. With cream and a safety razor, she shaved off his eyebrows..MONDAY

MORNING, far above Joe Lampion's grave, the translucent blue California sky shed a rain of light so pure and clear that the world seemed to have

been washed clean of all its stains..Neither customers nor staff could be found in the first of the three large rooms. Only cheaper galleries were

crowded with browsers and unctuous sales personnel. In an establishment as upscale as Coquin, the hoi polloi were discouraged from gawking,

while the high value and extreme desirability of the art were made evident by the staff's almost pathological aversion to promoting the

merchandise..Paul realized that the kitchen had fallen silent, that the women had turned to the two children and now stood as motionless as figures

in a waxworks tableau..In the top drawer, in addition to the expected items, Tom Vanadium found a gallery brochure for an art exhibition. In the

hooded flashlight beam, the name Celestina White seemed to flare off the glossy paper as though printed in reflective ink..Junior took one of the

boxed guns, a 9-mm semiautomatic. Months would probably pass before she noticed the pistol missing from the back of her closet, and by then she

wouldn't know who had taken it..Although she had never seen snow other than in pictures and on film, this deep-settled silence seemed to speak of

failing flakes, of white muffling mantles, and she wouldn't have been in the least surprised if, stepping outside, she had found herself in a glorious

winter landscape, cold and crystalline, here on the always-snowless hills and shores of the California Pacific..She was so hot that the ice melted

quickly. A thin trickle slid down her throat, but not enough to take the Sahara out of her voice when she said, "More.".He intended to mash the sole

of Victoria's right shoe in the pat of butter and leave a long smear on the floor, as though she slipped on it and fell toward the ovens..Junior

intended to pack only a single bag, leaving most of his clothes behind. He could afford a fine new wardrobe..Spinning off the stool, the bun cap in

one hand and the mustard dispenser clutched in the other, Junior surveyed the long narrow diner. Looking for the maniac cop. The dead maniac

cop. He half expected to see Thomas Vanadium: head crusted in blood, face bashed to pulp, caked in quarry silt, and dripping water as though he'd

climbed out of his Studebaker coffin just minutes ago..Outside, he realized he hadn't paid for his juice and waffles. When he turned back to the

coffee shop, he saw, through one of the windows, an associate of Salk's picking up the check from his table.."Do you know about the earthquake

that destroyed seventy percent of Tokyo and all of Yokohama on September 1, 1923?" he asked..Indeed, he would get through the rest of 1965

without resorting to another homicide. The nonfatal shooting in September would be regrettable, quite messy, painful-but necessary, and calculated

to do as little damage as possible..Celestina put Angel down, and the girl raced to the bathroom as Wally stepped into the public hall and pulled the

apartment door shut behind him..When he reported for a physical and a reassessment of his draft classification, on Wednesday, December 15, he

left the insert in his hitching shoe; however, he limped like old Walter Brennan, the actor, hitching around the ranch in The Real McCoys..He

turned from the cowering girl and studied the boy, who stood a few steps inside the room, holding a can of soda in each hand. The artificial eyes

were convincing, but they didn't possess the knowing look that so troubled him in the strange girl..One of the most unnerving aspects of life in

southern California was that earthquake weather came in so many varieties. As many days as not, you got out of bed, checked the sky and the
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barometer, and realized with dismay that conditions were indicative of catastrophe..Recently, Wally administered to Angel a set of apperception

tests for three-year-olds, and the results indicated that she might not ever be a math whiz or a verbal gymnast, but that she might be highly talented

in other ways. Her appreciation of color, her innate understanding of the derivation of secondary hues from the primary colors, her sense of spatial

relationships, and her recognition of basic geometric forms regardless of the angle at which they were presented were all far beyond what was

exhibited by other kids her age. Wally said she was visually, rather than verbally, gifted, that she would undoubtedly exhibit increasing

precociousness in matters artistic, that she might follow Celestina's career path, and that she might even prove to be a prodigy..She shivered, and

Edom, thinking that she had caught a chill ripped off his suit jacket and draped it over her shoulders..They didn't mind, and down they went in a

controlled descent that was nevertheless too quick for Agnes..He hadn't lied to his mother. She assumed that by some quantum magic, he had

regained his sight permanently, and that this came with no cost. He merely allowed her to go to her rest with the comforting misapprehension that

her son had been freed from darkness..After a minute, he slipped his hand into his pocket. The quarter was still there..So much argued against the

idea that they could succeed as a couple. In this age when race supposedly didn't matter anymore, it sometimes seemed to matter more year by year.

Age mattered, too, and at fifty, he was twenty-six years older than she was, old enough to be her father, as surely her father would quietly but

pointedly--and repeatedly!-observe. He was highly educated, with multiple medical degrees, and she had gone to art school..On the sofa, Celestina

finally worked up the courage to dial her parents' number in Spruce Hills.."That's obvious to us, but not always to others. Apparently, this would

have been some years ago.".This graciousness didn't free Paul to speak. Instead, he felt his throat thicken, trapping his voice more tightly still..After

too many years investigating homicides, after too much experience of human evil, perhaps he had grown both misanthropic and paranoid.."Doesn't

look so spooky to me." She turned the knave of spades so the baby could see it. "Does he scare you, Barty?"."But you wouldn't be willing to use

that skill in the King's service?".He had taken refuge in meditation, because he'd been frustrated by his continuing failure in the Bartholomew hunt

and disturbed by his apparently paranormal experiences with quarters and with phone calls from the dead. More deeply disturbed than he had

realized or had been able to admit..As kinky and thrilling as it had been to make love to the girl while playing the recorded rough draft of a new

sermon that she had been transcribing for her father, Junior could now recall nothing of what the reverend had said, only the tone and the timbre of

his voice. Whether instinct, nervous irritation, or merely the sherry should be blamed, he was troubled by the thought that there was something

significant about the content of that tape.
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