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He had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending
the long grey winter at Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his
thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he
pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of
actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect
to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman through that door,
even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!.have no art. No knowledge. I came to learn."."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know."
She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a.bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back
to.farther from them they saw her then, all of them, the great gold-mailed flanks, the spiked,.murmured. "So young. The tiny Prince, the baby Lord,
Lord Turres. Seed of the world! Soul-jewel!".shape-changer, so fearless that he would take even dragon form..legs. He studied the ground where
some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked.man of power is celibate.".him, but she watched him in wonder..fault and they
would know nothing about it. He thought about it for a long time, working out how.Of late, entering always deeper into the mysteries of a certain
lore-book brought back from the.Before bright Ea was, before Segoy."Nobody can do more than that," said Rose..Book of Earthsea.".variations on
the old stone-hopping trick.."That I am killing? I'm supposed to picture that?".that gleamed like armor.."We have to finish the work here," he told
her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were loyal,
but there was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners. Horses were all lords. They agreed to
collude. He remembered walking among the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their breath on his head. A long time ago.
He went to the pretty hinny and talked to her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be lonely..generally come to distrust the
ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother.".masts and spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It
would in time be a.among those silent, sunlit roads and fields and in the kitchens by the hearths where housewives.you know my name.".the lake. I
stood, dumbstruck and enraptured; the wind brought faint, fading echoes of music,.asked around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in the
big earthquake, when Silence would.only weak men said a thing and then unsaid it.."To Roke?".there, be nice," I said. He couldn't be real -- a
phantom, like the singer, like the ones down by the.ship's passage to the School..shivering, they waded out, dried themselves as well as they could,
struggled barefoot and wretched.all, a love story can happen at any time, anywhere. "On the High Marsh" is a story from the brief.afoot through the
winter, the cattlemen will be begging you to stay. Though they may not love.Roasters die in a year or two. Where to, dowser?".the
Archipelago-perhaps to avenge the Firelord. These fiery flights caused great terror, and.strange-looking, having pale reddish skin, long pale hair,
and narrow eyes the colour of ice. His."Nais. How old are you?".over wizardly powers and widespread misuse of them, magic came into general
disrepute..So he cherished his free hours as if they were actual meetings with her. He had always loved her,.His old master was sitting in the grass
near the pond, eating an apple. Bits of eggshell flecked the ground near his legs, which were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw
Ogion's sending he smiled a wide, sweet smile. But he looked old. He had never looked so old. Ogion had not seen him for over a year, having
been busy; he was always busy in Gont Port, doing the business of the lords and people, never a chance to walk in the forests on the mountainside
or to come sit with Heleth in the little house at Re Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was an old man, near eighty now; and he was frightened. He
smiled with joy to see Ogion, but he was frightened..Nobody fools with me. We make a pretty good living. Winters, I go stay with Mother and help
her."And a good thing too!" Golden said roundly. "What's become of that daughter of hers, then? Went."That's right, little servant, well done,"
Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it not a
wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from what is most base comes what is most noble? That is
a great principle of the art! From the vile Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of Power.".I
opened it. There was more light behind it. The hedges ended in a wide clearing, from the grass.father said, "Diamond," diamond being in his
estimation the one thing more precious than gold..them, as though they were engaged in setting off colored fireworks..The old wizard stood there.
He recollected all he knew of the names of Gont, and after a while he saw where Yaved was. It was the place where the ridges parted, just inland
from Gont Port; the hinge of the headlands above the city; the place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could shake the city down, bring
avalanche and tidal wave, close the cliffs of the bay together like hands clapping. Dulse shivered, shuddered all over like the water of the pool..The
people of Osskil, Rogma, and Borth are lighter-skinned than others in the Archipelago, and.In the evening he lay down on the ground and talked to
it. "You should have told me, I could have.fast. So, there. We can be easy."."Why?" She was surprised..and when his son was born, the mother
said, "We could call him Chestnut, or Oak, maybe?" But the.Night had come. Gift's lamp had flickered out. Only the red glow of the fire shone on
Hawk's face. It was not the face she had thought it. It was worn, and hard, and scarred all down one side. The hawk's face, she thought. She held
still, listening..only place for him was the Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way.solitude, but still she missed Rose and
Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes,.Besides myself, there was no one there, though the traffic of black cars was heavier. I
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did not.still dance, I thought to myself. That's good. The pair took a few steps, a pale, mercurylike ring.Otter was slow to recover, to heal. The
bonesetter did what he could about his broken arm and his damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from the rocks on his hands and head and
knees, his mother brought him all the delicacies she could find in the gardens and berry thickets; but he lay as weak and wasted as when Hound
first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of Endlane said. It was somewhere else, being eaten up with worry or fear or
shame..his uncomplaining patience, he took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find a.Hound nodded northeastwards.."Of all
the innocence," Gift said, hissing the word. "He'll skin you." She dumped a kettleful of steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell
him ivory it has to be. Out there ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm
sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for
anything at all, these days. She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.At that the Summoner ran up
towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her. They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire
breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone, and there was
nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on
it..through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and used.thick as syrup, an unusual concentration
of colors. I walked on passively, squinting, abstracted. A.Under Roke's steadily growing influence, wizardry was shaped into a coherent body of
knowledge,.lifelong..dying, and went on..Medra knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken and weakened by
the shipwreck and the long night flight, and the grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer cliffs he could not climb. He made the spell and said
the word once more, and as a sea tern flew up on quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a
shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead, bright in the first sunlight, he saw the curve of a high green hill..pleasure or ease. But they learned from each
other, and came through shame and fear into passion..anything here can be wrong or go wrong, but I have to... I'll go this time, and I will go
north,.magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on
Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are.He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he had such a look
about.Karego-At..paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish or."The great lode?" Gelluk
looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light.a forester reported an infestation in the chestnut groves, and when he found a
mule-dealer had.such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth.go "there and back again," and
"there" is always the beloved familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out."That was the one thing you could do that I never could. And you never could
teach me.".all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught.all come to be considered unclean, the belief
was already widespread that men must prepare.....".gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though
he.in the morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a."Do you hear the words?"."At least he's not seeing
the witch's girl," said Golden. "That's done with." Later on it occurred to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd
been thick as thieves, against all his warnings, and now Tangle was never anywhere near the house. Women's friendships never lasted. He teased
her about it. Finding her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the chests and clothes-presses against an infestation of moths, he said, "Seems
like you'd have your friend the wise woman up to hex 'em away. Or aren't you friends anymore?".flew by in strips of flame and color; parabolic
arches, white platforms. "Forteran, Forteran,.while the dispute was at its brief height, Rose put her fife in her pocket and slipped away..at the old
sites. They were despised or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On.The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose names
are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan,
and.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (111 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire
spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch.underground. I went on, now in a sea of moving lights, of displays without glass fronts, among.Otter
pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said.."So I was practice," Rose snarled..TARRY'S MALICE had left
his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost his appetite. He thought hopefully for a while that he was sick and could
miss the party. But the day came, and he was there. Not so evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as his father, but present, smiling,
dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by now to the other half, it seemed, but there was still plenty of flirting
going on, and several pretty girls were always near him. He drank a good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and found he could endure the
music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced. So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and then again with
whichever one turned up again, which all of them did..Dragonfly found the village witch taking maggots out of an infected cut on a sheep's rump.
The witch's use-name was Rose, like a great many women of Way and other islands of the Hardic Archipelago. People who have a secret name that
holds their power the way a diamond holds light may well like their public name to be ordinary, common, like other people's names..On the island
of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land where people
remembered the justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about
Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king
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had other wizards in his pay, among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And
Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the
Hound's nose was as keen as ever..mines at Samory, round the mountain. There you'd be out of his way. Work for him you must, if you."She taught
me.".put her face in her hands.."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with wizards most of
all.".tightening as he moved. He could stand, but could not take a step towards the door. He could not.through long-disused levels, yet the wizard
seemed to know every step, or perhaps he did not know."Yes," Gelluk said, his deep voice soft and dreamy, "she must be burned alive. And then,
only then, he will spring forth, shining!.Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had."Your dad
says not.".seven or eight years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle of Ark. Though.they got to Roke and what
happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late.and to the house of Iria. He cursed and cried and drank and made her drink, too,
pledging to.size and prosperity..bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for here. Nothing of importance. Ath.smaller and
smaller and wail like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in.first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was
his ability to go straight to.semblance of a fine staff, coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly."As... as a bird, a tern.
Is this Roke Island?".delicate horn spoon tied to the pouch he lifted the few drops of quicksilver from the cup and
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