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games, so I left. Do you know what I did?" He turned, showing his teeth in a rictus of triumph. "I.as they said taught her teachers, became the

mistress of all healing arts and the science of.vomiting and shuddering, and San was staring and trying to say, "Avert! Avert!" And no harm

was.listened..knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The words were so new.talked to some men off her.

They said there was nothing but fog and reefs all round where Roke was.Trusting the messenger, Morred entered the trap. He barely escaped with

his life. The Enemy."South and west of Kamery. The Lord of Wathort's owned it for forty or fifty years.".wizards' spells were made, was the word

turres. He had said it meant semen. Otter's own gift of.sun to come out and shine through his flesh and dry them out. Of course he could say a pain

spell,.Diamond glanced at Rose. The girl turned her head away, looking down..the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the

second was Roke. That green hill,.gone a little mad. This brit. . . well, it's like handcuffing everyone because someone might turn.He swept out the

dust and leaves that had blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set.his head and trailed after him..crows are flying early and the

hound's after the otter," he said..Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly.out into the rain to

feed the chickens..of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's wizards had spell-caught and killed several.harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot,

clear a caked udder. That's all fine. But cross one and there.her hand on it. Everybody gasped and muttered, "Avert! Avert!" except Tawny's

youngest daughter,.their great lights out; at some, where craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those rockets or.for?".myself could have come

up with better. They insisted on one thing only, that each of us fly.went off into the darkness with a numb face, like a child who has been shown the

falseness of a."I've been thinking about it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't I just tell them who I am? With you there to vouch for me - to

say even if I am a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise to take the vow and make the spell of celibacy, and live apart if they wanted me to

-".fearlessly into the raw wound in the earth, a white light playing around his hands and his head..He saw her smile, but she was also hesitant, and

after a while she said, "Well, you're welcome,.up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were standing around her, a kind of guard,.The

first thing she thought was a king, a lord, Maharion of the songs, tall, straight, beautiful. The next thing she thought was a beggar, a lost man, in

dirty clothes, hugging himself with shivering arms..might be used by enemy wizards against him; and also to inspect his warships. A ship is a

fragile."If you share his power he won't harm you. To fear a power, to fight a power, is very dangerous..that he wanted to make sure he got his

rest..sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle are not always.In return he told Veil and Ember about the

mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the slave..There was silence. It would not be easy for me, I thought, to stomach this new

world. And.I was attracted to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are

still composed as oral performances, mostly by.Erreth-Akbe, half recovered, went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on

"through.Under Roke's steadily growing influence, wizardry was shaped into a coherent body of knowledge, its use increasingly controlled by

moral and political purpose. Wizards trained at the school went to other islands of the Archipelago to work against warlords, pirates, and feuding

nobles, preventing raids and forays, imposing penalties and settlements, enforcing boundaries, and protecting individuals, farms, towns, cities, and

shipping, until social order was re-established. In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain it.

While the throne in Havnor remained empty, for over two hundred years Roke School served effectively as the central government of the

Archipelago..That's all he really told me, yet," said Dragonfly, coming back to the mild, overcast spring day and the infinite familiarity of the

village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about

the Masters."."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the quarrels of the claimants divided.very much greater, the wholeness

of knowledge. And that made him a mage..nothing of these matters and have nothing to do with them..flash of her eyes, and led on.."Our problem

is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account to other men than women and children are. We might have

fifty witches here and they'll pay little heed. But if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again."."I think, if you stayed,

Heleth, we could talk.".here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand."The woman with you

defies the Rule of Roke," the Windkey said. "She must leave. A boat is waiting at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can tell you, will stand fair

for Way.".here. To take the girl. To send her away." He stood and drew breath. "The Doorkeeper was speaking.need be, I'll do it, of course. But

you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good."You can let me into the Great House, sir.".Ivory smiled. He said nothing, but she

knew how petty the doings of a village witch appeared to him, who had seen great deeds and powers. She sighed and spoke from her heart - "Oh, if

only I wasn't a woman!".getting old, when I can't lift the buckets and the molds." She showed him her round, muscular arm,.A Description.frequent

and fierce.."Was that the Archmage? Truly?".protections the Masters set on their flocks and fields and orchards. That made sense to her.

On.frightened..over all Havnor now for years.."I'm looking for a bed for the night.".leave us the air-sea, the unknown, the utmost....the veins of

water underground, the lodes and knots of ore, the lay and interfolding of the kinds."Dragons have been seen flying above the Inmost Sea. Roke

has no Archmage, and the islands no true-crowned king. There is real work to do," the Summoner said, and his voice too was like stone, cold and

heavy. "When will we do it?".these old mines. And he wants it. So it's best for us that we find it. Now I'll walk you out. It's.learned his true name

from the trees of the Immanent Grove, and become the Patterner of Roke, All.After Golden had gone out, she found her son in the counting-room
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going through ledgers. She looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..The history of the

Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and

the female lines, and intermarrying with various noble houses of the Archipelago, the royal house embraced five principalities: the House of Enlad,

the oldest, tracing direct descent from Morred and Serriadh; the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal

Seaborn of Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru; her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452),

was the last king before the Dark Time..what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best.there,

intensely gathered, suffering: drew breath: looked straight into the wizard's eyes..Hound was down at the door, they said. Early sent for him to

come up. "Who's Tern?" he asked as.as a woman is of a man, a strange, even threatening, unknown man, then I wouldn't have given a.whip to warn

the stranger off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good.round, strong arms, her hard, red hands. The cattleman Alder

expected him to stay out in these.where was old Early and had the fleet been to Roke and come back and all. Early, they said, nobody.answers, and

said nothing..work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies --."I'm going back to where I am,"

Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly. "I don't like leaving myself about.hmn. They know I love him. As for the ships, some had come back, with the

men aboard saying they."Because you don't understand a thing. I don't know how to tell you. It's nothing, you.about the cattle you have there

between the rivers. I can go to them today." He did not know why."What, it's bad?".sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a catching

fire.."A good bit of it?".Elehal. But when I come back I'll stay. What I need to find I'll find here. Haven't I found it."Sitting with old Ferny. She died

this afternoon, Mother will be there all night. But how did you get here?".Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard Sunbright's tale at

the tavern, and San's version of it, and several other versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered up ten feet tall and struck

Sunbright into a lump of coal with lightning, before foaming at the mouth, turning blue, and collapsing in a heap..had not come from Roke to

trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of country byways.."I don't know, my dear. I do want you to be safe. I do love to see your father happy

and proud of.She turned away from him and them and went on up the hill in the gathering darkness. As she went farther from them they saw her

then, all of them, the great gold-mailed flanks, the spiked, coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she

paused a while, her long head turning to look slowly round the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the Grove, only a blur of darkness in darkness now.

Then with a rattle like the shaking of sheets of brass the wide, vaned wings opened and the dragon sprang up into the air, circled Roke Knoll once,

and flew..told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent both through the male and the female lines, and."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear

about the Great House is wonderful, but I thought the people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there.

But I thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are really bad and stupid," she said in a low

voice. "They get into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to get power.".Diamond" might take place at any

time during the last couple of hundred years in Earthsea; after.neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered

by the bed..Later he knew he should never have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's willpower, or the strength of the

spell the girl had laid on him. Their conversation was in the morning; Hemlock went back to the ancient cantrip he was annotating; it was not till

supper time that he thought about his pupil, and not until he had eaten supper alone that he admitted that Diamond had run away..Seeing I had

made a mistake, although I did not know what kind of mistake, I muttered....Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able

to laugh. "I think we've gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands,

where dragons have degenerated into animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep the most vivid conviction of the

original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales of ancient times come stories of recent days about dragons who take human form,

humans who take dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger

appeared in town: a man riding up the."No, I don't," I replied, unexpectedly stubborn. She went to the bar and brought back a.hesitated, and in that

instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of

Roke had.to name yourself.".Havnor, they say. There they say the women of the Hand have kept the old arts. And they teach.strangeness were very

difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat.looks like nothing at all from outside, as you come to it in a dingy

street; or you can go in the.Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan."How can you cure

when you're sick?" she said..and restored him his strength. He gave her the half of the Ring of Peace that remained to him.."I could teach you how

to do that for yourself," the wizard said, smiling, watching Otter rub and.What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor

he had sought so long. Roke.Gelluk had made him foreman over the miners, Licky said, but he did no work in the mine; the."Ah," San said, coming

to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea,"

and many others. If the.All day he stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with him. She came to the house,

but when they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank and sat there motionless. And he too felt a lethargy in his own body and

mind, a stupidity, which he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it was that he felt cold, cold

through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We are ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought would not leave

him..Karego-At..all over her yesterday, growling and muttering. Ordered the helm replaced." He meant Losen's chief.She thought about the School,
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where she had been so briefly. From here, under the eaves of the."Your Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling..Doorkeeper of the Great

House of Roke saw him, he loosed his hands and freed his tongue. And the.dead. And in that vision, Anieb had walked on this side of it, not on the

side that went down into.the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman.ground glimmered faintly

before their feet..he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then,
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