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THE LAST FRONTIER
? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..N.B.-The Roman
numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to
exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she
gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she
'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost
wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that
which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him,
'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance.
Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this
but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again
into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the
Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.Now the lodging in question
adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's
shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the
opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched
clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and
seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my
harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou
afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil
fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..Now there
accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God
quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give
him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to
him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was
with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? p. The
Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid
rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to
the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and
released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High,
the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered
he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none
in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him;
so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he
had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El
Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to
it there..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el
Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and
signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the
sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape
and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute
and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and
had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed,
"By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round
among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she
struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms
a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..125. The Muslim Champion and the
Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of
thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted
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[whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and
drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise,
eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided
him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and
chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman
marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters,
and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this
time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning,
I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were!
How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.The Fourteenth Night of the Month..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he
read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after
hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that
which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the
sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently,
[dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.Porter, Sindbad
the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared
away again.".Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her,
'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits
ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters
thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he
carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom
hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is
slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And
he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when
Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of
his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came
forth, gleaming, from his back..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the
king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and
Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When
the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to
him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and
the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered
up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh,"
(52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].32. The Mock Khalif
cclxxxvi.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS
VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast
herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that
their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either
slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to
her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".? ? ? ? ?
"How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of
gold, ii. 245..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy
case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then
she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was
grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten
dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her
and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that
thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a
cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is
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he?" iii. 42..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy
lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went
forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of
good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of
the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every
year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with
their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers,
wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O
youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).The kings of the Jinn were moved to
delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the
eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us
more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different
fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is
light..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the
merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..90. The
Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered,
saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of
thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his
bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?'
And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had
passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and
question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his
harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast
true.".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.Then she
folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the
letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five
damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of
good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it
from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling
for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed
terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length
broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with
spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty
grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent
moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to
my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered
my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in
administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and
froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years,
and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared
in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there
is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who
had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom,
putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and
to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their
sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk
who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that
they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge
between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and
praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and
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thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he
said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted
the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with
the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and
went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's
shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her
various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my
shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he
should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.48. The Thief and the Money-Changer
ccxliv.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him,
'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say
to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to
maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh
Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath
done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba,
whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine
enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? And if a
creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance,
withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou
dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine
enjoyment in all security..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii."By Allah, he treadeth no
carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as
follows:].A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.Four sharpers once
plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them
took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The
money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he
might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them
said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst
the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And
they gave not over doing the like of this..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's
anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".When the
evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among
bygone peoples), that.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.When the king heard the
vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..I am filled full of
longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth
well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it
were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman
of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out
for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends
and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and
depart with them..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter
dcccxxxi.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and
prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When
she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she
assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and
besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave
herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this
story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".EL
MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so
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that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that
which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his
living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw
him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole,
in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot,
covered it up again, as it was..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the
Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and
ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good
heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the
earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with
that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Then said she to him, "O
chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the
building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building
falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his
trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off
oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the
affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)
whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses
ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ?
Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him,
who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant,
whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and
trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and
compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast
it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and
tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he
brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided
and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of
elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am
mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..So, when they entered with the folk
and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to
salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your
need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with
them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and
ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay
this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only
deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is
healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".Meanwhile the king said to his vizier,
"How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our
gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said
to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of
kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from
first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen
him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and
laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade
her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the
Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this
fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him
and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man,
comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought
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refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He
carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O
Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es
Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh
Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life;
and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair,
wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest
mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are
agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced
with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!"
Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were
drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the
festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city
rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed
all comers, high and low..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein
were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The
slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of
my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.141. Haroun er Reshid and the
Arab Girl dclxxxv.48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..?
? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set
out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took
leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till
there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint
her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this,
her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof
his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts
(125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to
meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..So he went
walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas
met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw
Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young
Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country;
so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This
will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came
to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and
Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.The damsel rejoiced, when the old
man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to
you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.All
intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..The old man
took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell
to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el
Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us
presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By
Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following
verses:.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which
chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and
delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them,
and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein]
of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all
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lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One
Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).I abode in my house, ill, a whole month;
after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman,
till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a
bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his
side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting
furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made
a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding
fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said,
'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!'
answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she
wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she
took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it
disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from
under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,
up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were
removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif
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