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WOMEN'S CRAFT..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With
burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate,
endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord
vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a
lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
thereof..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..Wife, The
King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.The prefect released the man and gave him back all
that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest,
they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the
woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God
razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved
me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had
renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is
And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the
Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..Now the uncle's son of the king of
the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the
better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he
fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso
answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived
at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? No rest is
there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er
Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary
night!.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following
verses:.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's
love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.It befell, one
day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The
king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the
father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up
his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair.".As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums,
whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came
to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they
entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our
eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his
alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face
flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this
tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by
courtesy]!".ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF
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LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ?
The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till
he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with
discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they
came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the
stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side;
whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if
the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? O
skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad
the Bedouin's Story cxliv.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man
whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and
meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall
concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take
half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the
money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have
returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget
him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand
[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,
between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken
the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? None, by
Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be
entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.Man and his Fair Wife, The
Foul-favoured, ii. 61..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet
rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Now this present
was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the
serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred
thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a
charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the
ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country
to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food,
from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.? ? ? ? ? l.
The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ?
El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235)
M.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then,
that.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder
man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me
and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I
seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and
awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst
had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.So he went walking in the
thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him.
(Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin
Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young
Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country;
so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This
will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came
to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and
Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.A friend of mine once invited me to
an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day
of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast
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been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject.
(126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that
happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but
he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between
me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing
ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country,
too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more,
Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the
curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her
loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by
her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her
father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy
continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it
seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth
Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord,"
rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her
on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this
affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck
not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his
house, married her..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his
sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee
and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and
agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which
had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven
chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth
of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the
Afrit..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and
carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my
affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream."
"These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink
this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner
had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? Great in
delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses
such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed
upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas
she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy
and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of
the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber,
he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we
cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And
the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three
Masters of Police dciii.101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.The Seventeenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all
the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..When the king heard this, he was certified that the
youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to
death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son,
whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city
and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the
folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon
him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and
rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..? ?
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? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son.
dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without
fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.74. The
Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods
straight fresh and sweet would grow..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming;
so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the
merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And
the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him
no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to
his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and
launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth.
Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh
them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and
rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of
Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to
the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him
and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the
merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas
brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the
merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire
and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a
merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and
baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in
private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his
admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days
of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child,
as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face
and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time,
without doubt or gainsaying..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of
poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and
opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to
this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still
praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse,"
rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is
himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]."
Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my
censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".They cut their bonds and poured wine into their
gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the
king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to
this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me
and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done
with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..By Him whom
I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been
reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the
slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and
heard her say to her sister:).? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no
control..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac,
who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could
not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the
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slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went
on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence,
with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..8. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar clxiii.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a
parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of
them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may
confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".Then said I, "A
man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is
this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I
followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress
said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a
dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of
water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the
[household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Craft, Women's,
ii. 287..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was
Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130)
improvised and sang the following verses:.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih
ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him
that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It
chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the
chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but
him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the
Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it
descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing
around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are
not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying,
"Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she
filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that
of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but
she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured
him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O
princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he
answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to
come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this."
Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out
from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself,
leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might
condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his
boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my
lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? To
Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was
fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker
there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's
grief (18) is pined..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and
his Wife dcxiv.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea
might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the
merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may
console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea
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parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years
passed..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..Say,
by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Then I
took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before
him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with
the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying,
'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212)
there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and
session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind
him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take
horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate
and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof
nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall
die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of
his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from
falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? Upon
that day my loves my presence did depart;.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she
was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going
in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and
answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my
daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an
old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His
uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee
in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke
not..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might
make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants
came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of
his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had
seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair,
so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father
and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.The Fifth Day.Fair fall the
maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was
rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up
with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging
of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him
and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and
said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he
commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my
life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was
useless.'.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord,"
answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and
indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he
may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are
all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and
question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied,
"He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..When it was the time of the
evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said,
"They avouch, O king, that.Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go
forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went
out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the
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chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed
them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the
city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch
myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright
and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn
sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in
the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i.
174..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost
his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would
gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that
the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he
had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it
up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..When it
was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the
princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and
this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was
looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern.
See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long
repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All
this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and
what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.When the
king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the
morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..So the notary
went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a
place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and
returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor]
said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to
go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him;
whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery
and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Whenas mine
eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I
had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth
she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my
finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he
answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent
down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his
might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite
harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls,
and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written
on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike
there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the
madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid
hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with
them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers
mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou
shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth
of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with
me!.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not
friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who
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had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So
saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his
side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and
their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know."
Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth
thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered,
saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and
do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they
neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and
repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his
wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a
clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys
of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two
hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her,
he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with
him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or
poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart
of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed.
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