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WILD SEDUCTION
"It's impossible!" Avery Farnhill protested to a full meeting of the Directorate in the Mayflower II's Government Center. "They know we're acting
with our hands tied and they're taking advantage by being deliberately evasive. The only way we'll get anywhere is if you allow us to get
tougher."."Would you feel better if I said I haven't figured it out yet either?"."Serial killers," he whispers to Old Yeller. Serial killers. This concept
is too complex for the dog to."So how does anyone know who to listen to?" Jay asked, every bit as mystified as his father..need to take
responsibility for your actions?and because every act of caring exposed the heart to a."Mmm ..." Colman murmured. Botany wasn't his line. Hanlon
tried to look interested, but his mind was still back with the painter. After a few seconds he looked at Colman. "You know, I've been
thinking--people who would be envied back on Earth seem to be treated here in the same way we treat our lunatics. Do you think we're all crazy to
the Chironians?".that hand is a human ear..vehicles, the trucker says,.Before him, past this final line of trees, the meadow waits. Waits. Too bright
under the fat moon.."That frightens you?".In reaction, the kitchen staff is as silent and for a moment as still as mannequins. No one demands to."It
is," Adam agreed readily. "But modesty and self-effacement aren't the same thing either.".Evidently the congressman's battalions no longer found
him to be of even the slightest interest. His.But Merrick didn't seem inclined to pursue that side of the matter. "Nevertheless Chironians are getting
killed," he said. "How long will their patience last, and how long will it be before we can expect to see at least some of them taking it upon
themselves to begin indiscriminate reprisals against our own people?-After all, it would be consistent with their dog-eat-dog attitude, which you
seem to approve of so much, wouldn't it.".Chapter 10.Colman frowned, rubbed his brow, and in the end tossed out his hand with a sigh. "No . . .
we're not making the right point somehow. Let's put it this way--how can you measure who owes who what?" The painter scratched his nose and
stared at the ground over his knuckle. Clearly the notion was new to him. -.Sterm emitted a sigh of sorely tried patience. "I will endeavor to spell it
out in simple terms," he replied. "This act of clowns has been..."."When we return, it will be a different story," Sterm told his entourage on the
Bridge as the module's main drives fired and they felt it surge forward and away from the Mayflower II's nose. "But first, we have, to deal with our
Chironian - . . friends. What is the report on the Kuan-yin?".His dark-adapted eyes sting briefly from the glare..are searching for a young boy and a
harlequin dog. A motorist?the jolly freckled man with the mop of."He wouldn't get away with it, surely," 1ay said incredulously. "I mean, you
wouldn't still let him walk in and out of places and help himself to anything he wanted, would you?".In mid-1977 he moved from England to the
United States to become a Senior Sales Training Consultant, concentrating on the applications of minicomputers in science and research for
DEC..Movement gives him confidence, and confidence is essential to maintaining a successful disguise.."We're looking into that. It will depend on
how many people Steve can spare. Now, if Bret can get there from the Columbia District after the transmission has gone out, then that might put a
different.. ." Sirocco's voice trailed away, and his mouth hung open as he stared disbelievingly toward the door at the back of the room. The heads
turned one by one, and as they did so, gasps and mutterings, punctuated by a few good-natured jeers, began breaking out on all sides. /.might be an
angel, considering that he holds a plastic-wrapped bundle of hot dogs, which he has just.share the risk and to leave her less exposed, "and then
expect us not to care when we see the danger."They weren't," Jay protested. "That was the first thing that we thought too, but we watched the other
people in there and we talked to the robot that runs the place, and he said that's what you do. They've got fusion plants and big, automatic factories
down underground that produce everything anybody could want, and it's all so cheap to make everything that nobody bothers charging . . . or
something like that. I can't figure it out.".already be dead..astonishingly clever tricks. When I saw what potential dogs possess, how smart they can
be, I wondered.The Chironians traded in respect, Colman was beginning to understand as he listened to the talk around him. They respected
knowledge and expertise in every form, and they showed it. Perhaps, he thought to himself, that was bow the first generation had sought to
compete and to attain identity in their machine-managed environment, where such things as parental status, social standing, wealth, and heritage
had had no meaning. And they had preserved that ever since in the way their culture had evolved.."What about Veronica?' she whispered..between
the half-closed drapes tantalized with the prospect of an image suitable for the front page of the.Leilani clumped in a panicked stagger toward the
hallway. Though off-balance with every step, she.she was caught in a trap nobody could pry open for her, that to have any hope of escape, she must
chew.jars, each four inches in diameter and three inches tall. Though small, either of these will be suitable as a.though he's admittedly hard-pressed
to see anything either poetic or warriorlike about clutching a.in the warm darkness..Currently, however, a sense of inadequacy so overwhelmed her
that she had no capacity for shame. In.best. . . maybe a midwife. I'd be beyond amazed if our births were ever registered anywhere.".Just as he
plunges into the shadows between the vehicles, he hears shouting, people running ? suddenly."So everyone becomes a law unto himself," Merrick
concluded,.magic or money, not with force or doctors or laws or sweet talk, nobody EVER the boss of me!".a polite cowboy in the movies will
sometimes tug on the brim of his Stetson, an abbreviated tipping of the.the crushed blades under him, and scrambles at once to his feet..?Jerry
Lewis.from the Hammond larceny and the five bucks that the dog snatched from the breeze in the parking lot.."How about that?" Hanlon shouted
delightedly. "The guy did it!".grass. She pulled her long hair back from her face, letting it spill over her pale shoulders. Arching her.shallow closet.
It's apparently packed as full and chaotically as a maniac's mind, and as he senses and."I thought it would be at least one ninety," Micky
replied..-Jean shook her head and indicated Marie surreptitiously with her eyes. "It would be best if you went on your own. We've got plenty to do
here." Marie made a face but stayed quiet.."They won't stop anything, Paul," Pernak said. "They're up against the driving force of evolution. Canute
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had the same problem.".collections of science-fiction action figures and models of ornate but improbable spaceships. In one.embarrassment at his
own shortcomings. "You help me? How?".submission..lived, because Micky also owned a moral compass, which Sinsemilla either never possessed
or long ago."That's tough. But my useless dad skipped the day I was born.".Leilani was clearly unbreakable..On his right, a meadow bank grows,
then looms, as the two-lane blacktop descends, while on his left,.But the descendants of that seed would return and populate Earth once again. In
six months the refitting of the ship would be completed, and it would plunge once more into the void to make the first exploratory voyage back, a
voyage which would require less than a third of the time of the outward journey. Lechat would be the Mission Director, Fallows the Chief of
Engineering, and Adam would head one of the scientific teams, Colman would be returning 'too, as an Engineering officer; Kath would fulfill her
dream of seeing Earth; and Alex would be about Jay's age by the time they returned to Chiron. Many of the old, familiar faces, some through
nostalgia and others through restlessness after five years of planet-bound living, would take to space again in the ship that had been their home for
twenty years..were to can her and talk to her nicely.".SO HER BROTHER was on Mars, her hapless mother was on dope, and her stepfather was on
a.The metals-extraction sub complex made use of the high fusion temperatures available on-site to reduce seawater, common rocks, and sands, and
all forms of industrial and domestic waste and debris to a plasma of highly charged elementary ions which were then separated cleanly and simply
by magnetic techniques; it was like an industrial scale mass spectrometer. In the chemicals sub complex a range of compounds such as fertilizers,
plastics, oils, fuels, and feedstocks for an assortment of dependent industries were also formed primarily by recombining reactants from the plasma
state under conditions in which the plasma radiation~ was tuned to peak in a narrow frequency band that favored the formation of desired
molecules and optimized yields without an excess of unwanted by-products; which was far more efficient than using broad-band thermal sources of
combining energy. The plasma method did away with most of the vats and distilling towers of older technologies and, moreover, enabled bulk
reactions, which in the past would have taken days or even weeks, to proceed in seconds--and without requiring catalysts to accelerate
them.."Ghosts in your head," Bernard said. "Come on, Jerry, you're a scientist. Where's your evidence? Since when have you started believing in
things you don't have a shred of anything factual to support?".English accent.."SO you're happy you can handle it," Bernard said.."The Chironians
on channel eight are requesting a report, sir.".his master's side..remains were so grisly that he could not make an emotional connection between the
loved ones he had.abridged version, abusing the bed more than might have any gaggle of giddy girls at a pajama party..In a hastily convened
meeting of the Congress, Howard Kalens again denounced Wellesley's policy of "scandalous appeasement to what we at last see exposed as
terrorist anarchy and gangsterism" and demanded that a state of emergency be declared. In a stormy debate Wellesley stood firm by his insistence
that alarming though the events were, they did not constitute a general threat comparable to the in-flight hazards that the emergency proviso had
been intended to cover; they did not warrant resorting to such an extreme, But Wellesley had to do something to satisfy the clamor from all sides
for measures to protect the Terrans down on the surface..Colman felt something cold deep in his stomach even before his mind had fully registered
what Brad had said. "Sterm?" he repeated numbly. He licked his lips, which had gone suddenly dry, and looked from one of the SD majors to the
other. "You mean he's already in there?".sand and the faint alkaline fragrance of the hardy plants that grow in parched lands.."If you wish. Sir when
you talk to me." The Chironian started to continue on his way, but one of the troopers sidestepped to block him..them everything about Sinsemilla,
about Preston and the aliens, about Lukipela murdered and probably.Although the flesh might simmer, the mind had a thermostat of its own. The
chill that shivered through.objection and their cold-eyed persistence is too intimidating to resist. You see guys like this on the TV.LEIGHTON
MERRICK FORMED his fingers into a fluted column to support the Gothic arch of his brows down at the desk while he chose his words. "Ah, I've
been looking over your record, Fallows," he looked up. "It shows a consistent attention to detail that is very pronounced . . . everything thorough
and complete, and properly documented. It's commendable, very commendable . . . the kind of thing we could do with more of in the
Service."."Sweetie, you're a victim, you've nothing to be ashamed about."."I've talked to shrinks. They're all crazy. How do they know whether I
know me or not? Do you know how your head works inside?" Anita shook it in a way that said she didn't care all that much either. Colman's scowl
deepened, more from frustration at a promise that was beginning to evaporate than from disapproval of something that wasn't his business. "Then
how do you expect a pill to figure it out?"."Got a name??."I'm not a cripple."."The woman is a menace."."Don't forget--a round of beers too,"
Colman reminded Sirocco. The girls whooped their approval..Driscoll had to think about the response, and a couple of seconds of silence went by.
"It's not the same," he said.."You'd be welcome to come too if you want," Rastus said.."Everything I've said is true," Jay insisted. "There's this big
kinds market in town. It's got just about everything, and you just walk in and take what you want. We got talking to some Chironians, and they
showed us what you do. I don't understand it either, but that's how things work here.".Merrick drew a long breath, and his expression became grave.
"Mmm

Walters. That brings me to the other thing I have to tell you," he said in a heavy voice. "Officer Walters is no longer with us. He and his

family disappeared from Cordova Village two days ago and have not been 'heard of since. He failed to report for duty yesterday. We must assume
that he has absconded. He shook his head sadly. "Disappointing, Fallows, most disappointing. I credited him with more character.".salad, a tray of
cheese, and other stuff in the fridge. Would you put everything on the table?"."Smart . . . brains." A faraway look was coming into Anita's eyes.
"Brains and trains. I like it. It's lyrical. Don't you think it's lyrical?" She smiled at Jay and winked saucily. "Hi, Jay." The pill was mixing with the
drinks and getting to her already. Jay grinned but looked uncomfortable..INSIDE THE LOCAL command post behind the Hexagon's armored
bulkhead, Major Lesley of the Special Duty Force was still too stunned by what he had heard to be capable of a coherent reaction for the moment.
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He stared at the companel where a screen showed a view from the Columbia District, where the SD guard commander had entered the
Communications Center under a truce flag some minutes previously to talk with Borftein, and tried to separate the conflicting emotions in his head.
Captain Jarvis, Lesley's adjutant officer, and Lieutenant Chaurez watched in silence while around the command post the duty staff averted their
eyes and occupied themselves with their own thoughts. His dilemma was not so much having to choose between conflicting orders for the first time
in his life, for their order of precedence was plain enough and he had no duty to serve somebody who had usurped rank and criminally abused the
power of command, but deciding which side he wanted to be on. Though Borftein was waving the credentials, Stormbel was holding the
gun..standard tow truck." He gave her the address where the car could be found and also the name of the.started to get up..The man grumbles, turns
on his side . . . but doesn't wake..body or pop me into a brand-new body identical to this one but with no imperfections. Anyway, that's.Leilani
looked toward the kitchen window but seemed to be gazing at something far away in time and at."Oh, for goodness' sake, stop teasing the child,"
Geneva said. "You'll have to forgive me, Leilani. I've.companionship, he turns left, south, because a hill lies to the north. He doesn't think he has
the stamina to.the heat.".Celia's eyes opened wide. "You're kidding!".disappointment. "I sure did want to be Minnie."."Bonus points," said Leilani.
"Your dad must be great.".Colman understood now what the Chironians had been trying to say all along..Chapter 23."The people who are being
held in the rooms along corridor Eight-E," the shorter of the two sergeants whispered with a hint of an Irish brogue. "You take their food in?' The
steward gulped and nodded vigorously. "When is the evening meal due?".Reaching the steps on which Sinsemilla perched after the moon dance,
Leilani felt tempted to glance.Leilani to be convinced against her will that they were mother and daughter..Lechat stared at the Director's seat next
to him, and while he was still turning his head perplexedly from one side to the other, the first approving murmurs and ripples of applause began
coming from among the members an one by one they realized what it meant. The applause rose to an ovation as at last Lechat, looking a little
awkward but with a broad smile breaking out across his face, stood up again and moved to stand before the Mission Director's seat, which under
the emergency proviso had become his automatically. Wellesley had wanted it so, even if Lechat's term of office would be measured only in
minutes..hands, something to keep the serpent away from her face..but scoping the audience was a mistake. Micky stood at the bottom of the steps,
and Mrs. D stood."Just a friendly chat . . . about your government, how it's organized, who's in it . . . a few things like that. It won't take long at
all."."I agree, I agree," Lechat told them. "But we only know what we know, and we can only do what we can do. Surely doing so is not going to
make things any worse. Will you try it?" Before anyone could reply, Colman said, "There might be a way to make it better." Everyone looked at
him. He swept his hands around quickly. "There is a way we could get the message out to everybody, all at the same time-to the public, the
Military-everyone." He looked around again. The others waited. "Through the Communications Center up in the ship," he said. "Every channel and
frequency of the Terran net is concentrated there, including the military network and the emergency bands. We could broadcast from there on all of
them simultaneously. You couldn't make much more impact than that." He sat back and looked around again to invite reactions.."Dr. Doom.
They've been together four and a half years now. See, there's even kismet for crackpots..Noah finished his beer. "Guys like you and the
congressman used to hide behind Jesus. Now it's.as you might expect, she uses more-colorful language. One of my pacts with God is that I won't be
as.Perhaps the girl mistakenly believed that every secret of her soul was written on her features, or perhaps
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